






















1829 Capped Bust Half Dollar - Bust Halves were found 
in bank vaults a hundred years later during bank audits 
associated with President Roosevelt's bank holiday. 
Inside: War of 1812 Era Coin Cache 

The 1876 Restrike of the 1791 Diplomatic Medal 
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Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 


P.O, Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabaiak and 
Aiynne Cutler Skrabaiak 


Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 
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2011 ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
Thedeadlinefor all copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue (e.g., 
September 20 th for the October/Fall 
issue). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents' consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed letterstothe Editor are invited 
fromVNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 
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The Tomb of George 
Washington at Mount 
Vernon, Va is depicted 
by Smith & Hartmann 
of New York. Listed in 
white metal as Baker 
117b the obverse is 
Smith & Hartmann's 
bust of George Wash¬ 
ington. Struck in 1858 
this medal coincides 
with the Ladies Asso¬ 
ciation efforts to save 
Mount Vernon. 

< y? VNA Membership/Renewal Application 

Check one: O $10.00/lndividual O$10.00/Club 0 $15.00/Family 
O $2.00/Junior (under 17) 0 $ 150.00/Lifetime 
0 $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 

(Please Print) Date__ 

Name__ 

E-mail_ 


. Phone 


Street or P.O. Box _ 
City, State, Zip_ 


(Your address information is kept confidential) 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association 
PO Box 16833 
Chesapeake, VA 23328 

Please pay your dues by January 31 st each year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Regular and 
Club members paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A 
three year family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 
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Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 


President: George Cash 
Vice-president: David Batten 
Secretary: George Merz 
Treasurer: John Kolos 
Past President: John Koebert 


P.O. Box 74775, Richmond, VA 23236 

email: cash2274@comcast.net 

P.O. Box 604, Greenville, VA 24440 

email: olecrs1@yahoo.com 

P.O. Box 2397, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

email: ciderbaron3@aol.com 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

email: jkolos@chubb.com 

P.O. Box 2966, Reston, VA 20195 

email: johnnyck@verizon.net 


Phone: 804-276-5430 (h) 
Phone: 540-849-9108 
Phone: 540-746-5055 
Phone: 757-546-7366 
Phone:571-643-6590 


Directors 


Robert Ayres 

Doug Bowers 

Parry Bragg 
Gregg Coburn 

Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 

Chris Maniscalco 

George Watson 

Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D.. 

Emmett Yonce 


5100 Bibb Store Rd., Louisa, VA 23093 Phone: 540-967-9740 
email: bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

681 Coal Mine Rd.,Strasburg, VA 22657 Phone: 540-465-3952 
email: bottles@shentel.net 

7423 Lee-Davis Rd. Mechanicsville, VA 23111 Phone: 804-652-9183 (c) 
P.O. Box 824, Bealeton, VA 22712 Phone: 540-272-1524 

email: coburngregg@gmail.com 

803 Mt. Pleasant Dr., Locust Grove, VA 22508 Phone: 540-972-9678 
email: heplerj@juno.com 

P.O. Box 6112, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 Phone: 757-721-5331 
email: mancn@cox.net 

P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, VA 22151 Phone: 703-425-1256 

email: georgecoins@msn.com 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, VA 24505 Phone: 434-528-0488 

email: coindink@hotmail.com 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 24083 Phone: 540-992-5331 


Other Positions 

Youth Director: John Philips 200 Santa Clara Dr., Richmond, VA 23229 Phone: 804-347-7082 (c) 
email: john.philips@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor: Tom Kays P.O. Box 25815, Alexandria, VA 22313 Phone: 571-225-5750 (c) 

email: Thomasakays@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Jess Kilgore 1704 Devers Rd., Richmond, VA 23226 email:jesskilgore@comcast.net 
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President's Message 


In 

VNA RENEWAL DUES ARE REQUESTED! bi 

See Page 2 - VNA Application / Renewal Form. ' e 

g ; 

al 

Dear VNA Members, ti< 

si 

S| 

As I write this, 2010 has gone into the history books, and what a o 
year it was. We successfully held our state convention with atten- s| 
dance up slightly but, with the exception of gold and silver bullion, C 
the market was soft. Bullion is the hot topic at every show in the in 
country as the public looks to protect themselves from unknown 
economic conditions. One-ounce Silver Eagles were selling for $20 
a year ago and are now at $35, a 75% increase. 


For 2011 the VNA Convention, Coin and Currency Show moves to 
the Fredericksburg Expo and Conference Center. This decision by 
the board was made because of Fredericksburg's central location 
and proximity to both Washington, DC, and Richmond. The Cul¬ 
peper, Rappahannock Area, and Warrenton Coin Clubs will be the 
host clubs. Gregg Coburn and Bob Ayres, our co-bourse chairmen, 
will welcome any volunteers to assist with convention preparations 
and during the event. 

George Cash - February 2011 
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Note: The VNA Board of Directors met on February 20th at Virginia 
Beach to discuss 2011 convention planning, membership goals, in 
eluding records, collection of dues, and recruitment of members 
Elections (Three directors to be elected (Sept. 2011-Sept. 201: 
term), and other topics. Ask a VNA officer for details. 
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Editor's Corner 


In the February 21st 2011 edition of Coin World, Home Hob- 
biest by Michael Bugeja writes about discussing his coin col¬ 
lecting with friends. He writes “Nothing is as dull for guests as 
gazing at coins in holders and folders - akin to looking at photo 
albums of vacation snapshots of the same beach.” Conversa¬ 
tions that leave a lasting memory must entertain guests with 
stories about coins. He writes “What coins do you own that in¬ 
spire engaging stories?” The VNA Newsletter thrives or withers 
on the volume of contributions from the readership. We have 
space to tell your engaging stories. Give and y’all shall receive. 
Collecting coins with stories, hopefully engaging, is our theme 
in this edition. 

A New Coin Club Is Born! 

On January 20, 2011, the Central Virginia Coin Club came into 
existence. The organizing meeting was attended by 37 people 
and membership now stands at 41. A constitution and bylaws 
were presented and adopted, a raffle and auction held, and 
pro tern officers were elected: President, Jim Ransom; Vice 
President, Paul Morgan; Secretary, Madelyn Milan; and Trea¬ 
surer, June Hill. Meetings will be held the third Tuesday of the 
month at the Steel Horse Grille, 1920 W. Hundred Rd., Ches¬ 
ter, VA, with members gathering at 5:00 for supper before the 
6:30 meeting. The club's address is PO Box 948, Petersburg, 
VA 23804, and its website is atwww.centralvirginacoinclub.org. 
The club has applied for VNA membership. 
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War of 1812 Era Coin Cache Discovered in Virginia 



Unearthed quite recently from a single spot are 62 coins. Where and 
by whom they were dug must remain undisclosed for the time being 
until the site is fully explored. As a savings hoard, the coin dates 
span 90 years. The hoard closes with an 1810 large cent. The date 
of deposit may be circa 1813 or perhaps later. This is a nice time 
capsule of the circulating coins of early Federal America. Perhaps 
surprising, most of the coins were not minted in the United States. 
Three coins are copper large cents and the rest silver. On the top 
row are eight Spanish Colonial pieces of eight from Mexico minted 
by the authority of Kings Charles III and Charles IV of Spain. Dates 
range from 1774 to 1803. The second row includes a 1778 four 
reales, probably not counterfeit, but with the last date digit not well 
struck up, four U.S. half dollars, Capped Bust from 1808, 1809, two 
Draped Bust of 1806 one with "knob 6" and the other with "pointed 
6", a pillar style 1770 four reales of Mexico and the beginning of 
a run of twenty-seven two reales. The oldest is a cross pistareen, 
circa 1721, of Segovia Spain. A pillar-style "two" of Ferdinand IV is 
included while the rest span a date range from 1774, (including a pair 
dated 1776) through 1799. 
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Close-up 


(Left) of Draped Bust Half Dollars -1806 "Knob 6", 
(Center) 1806 "Pointed 6", (Right) 1809 and below 
one of the pair of 1776 dated two reales of Mexico 


Close up of the hoard's newest Piece of Eight, minted in 1803 in Mexico 
City, bright and uncleaned, just as it was dug from the red clay of Virginia 

Starting on the second from bottom row are seven, 1 real coins (bits) in¬ 
cluding a pillar style from 1741 and the remainder from 1781 through the 
1790s. Ten half reales (picayunes) range from 1774 through 1807. The 
eleventh small coin (5th from bottom left) is a scarce 1794 U.S. half disme 
(narrow date) but with a small hole in it. Three large cents, the newest 
dated 1810 close the range of dates. The total face value is roughly four 
and a half pounds sterling, or just less than $19.50 in U.S. Federal money of 
account. The general area where the hoard was found saw some military 
action during Sir John Warren's English blockade of the Chesapeake Bay 
from Lynnhaven to the Rappahannock in 1813. It is clear that after only 
two decades of operation that the Philadelphia Mint had a long way to go to 
supply large enough numbers of coins U.S. needed by a growing America. 
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VNA COIN SHOWS CALENDAR 

Member Clubs & Regional Numismatic Associations 

FREE ADMISSION TO ALL SHOWS 


APRIL 2011 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB 
COIN & STAMP SHOW: 

April 29th-30th, May 1st, Friday 12- 
5, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-2. 
Weyers Cave Community Ctr., 1-85 
Exit 235, 2 mi. E on Hwy 256. Spon¬ 
sored by Shenandoah Valley Coin 
Club. Contact: Dave Batten, 540- 
849-9108, olecrs1@yahoo.com. 
Tables: 55 

CHARLOTTESVILLE COIN SHOW 
April 23, Saturday 9-5. Elks Lodge, 
389, Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA. 
Sponsored by Monticello Blue 
Ridge Coin Club. Contact: Bob 
Ayres, 540-967-9740. Tables: 35 

MAY 2011 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB SHOW: 
May 20-22. Friday 12-6, Saturday 
9-6, Sunday 10-3. Holiday Inn Cen¬ 
tral, 3207 N. Boulevard, Richmond, 
VA. Sponsored by Richmond Coin 
Club, www.richmondcoinclub.com. 
Contact: Connie Robertson, PO 
Box 791, Glen Allen, VA 23060, 804- 
651-2536, connie3798@comcast. 
net. Tables: 50 

ROANOKE VALLEY COIN SHOW: 
May 21-22. American Legion Bldg., 
710 Apperson Dr., Salem, VA. No 
early birds. Contact: Will Camp, 
540-934-2267. 


JULY 2011 

SALEM COIN CLUB SHOW: July 
30-31. American Legion Bldg., 
710 Apperson Dr., Salem, VA. 
No early birds. Contact: Will 
Camp, 540-934-2267. 

AUGUST 2011 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC AS¬ 
SOCIATION ANNUAL CONVEN¬ 
TION: August 19-21, Northwest 
Georgia Trade & Convention 
Center, 2211 Dug Gap Battle Rd., 
Dalton, GA. Tables: 200+ 

SEPTEMBER 2011 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSO- 
CATION CONVENTION & COIN 
SHOW: September 23-25, Fri¬ 
day 10-6, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 
9-4. Fredericksburg Expo & 
Conference Ctr., 2371 Carl D. 
Silver Pkwy, Fredericksburg, VA 
22401. Early birds $35 on Sept. 
22 at 3:00 pm. Contact: Gregg 
Coburn, PO Box 824, Bealeton, 
VA 22712, 540-272-1524, co- 
burngregg@gmail.com. Tables: 
120 + 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMIS¬ 
MATIC ASSOCIATION 53RD AN¬ 
NUAL CONVENTION, September 
30-October 2. Hickory Metro 
Center, 1960 13th Ave. Dr., SE 
Hickory, NC 28602 Contact: 
Mike Griffin, PO Box 482, Mon¬ 
roe, NC 28111-0482, mike.grif- 
fin@yahoo.com. 
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OLD COIN GALLERY 


A "fiddler" or six pence of King Charles I of England Third Issue, with 
"Portculus" mark and "CR", minted circa 1633 - 1634 at the Tower 
Mint, London. The obverse is double struck, oddly separating head 
from body, an accurate omen of what was to come. This dreadful 
event was captured in fiction in the second installment of the Three 

Muskateers adventures "Twenty Years After" by Alexandre Dumas. 


1804 Dime (Davis-1, 13 Star Reverse) dug from a house site in Vir¬ 
ginia - The Mint reports 8265 delivered they are usually encountered 
in low grade meaning they circulated heavily at the time 
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The 1876 Restrike of the 1791 Diplomatic Medal 

By Ron Abler 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century, it was the custom for host 
countries to present their departing diplomats with lavish gifts, usual¬ 
ly containing precious metal valued as high as $2500 (over $150,000 
at May 2010 gold prices). Apparently, this did not set well with Presi¬ 
dent George Washington, as evidenced by his diary entry dated April 
29, 1790, noting that he had directed his Secretary of State Thomas 
Jefferson to order the design and striking of a gold medal and chain 
for presentation to “Diplomatic characters when they return from that 
employment in this Country,” valued at about $500. Jefferson turned 
the matter over to his Charge d’affaires in Paris, William Short. Jef¬ 
ferson’s instructions for the design specified a diameter of 30 lines 
(67.65 millimeters) and that one side of the medal must depict the 
arms of the United States. He provided a description and several wax 
impressions of his vision for the arms. Short hired Augustin Dupre, 
who designed and struck the initial run of medals. In 1792, the dies 
and the medals (two in gold, six in bronze) were sent to America. 
The two gold medals were presented to the Marquis de la Luzerne 
(French Minister to the United States from 1779 to 1784) and to the 
Count de Moustier (French Minister to the United States from 1787 
to 1791). Both recipients were forced to emigrate during the French 
Revolution, and it is presumed that their medals were ultimately melt¬ 
ed. Of the six bronze examples, three are known to have survived, ; 
one in the Princeton Numismatic Collection, and two in private col¬ 
lections. The so-called Diplomatic Medal had a short life, destined to l 
be just a footnote in numismatic history. 

> 

Here is where a gentleman named Jules Marcou entered the pic¬ 
ture and rescued the Diplomatic Medal from oblivion. In 1867, Mar- ’ 
cou purchased a collection of American medals from a Parisian coin 
dealer named Bal. Included in the lot was “a lead proof in two parts, 
waxed on a piece of board and in a frame, as engravers of medals ar¬ 
range the proofs of dies.” Marcou was enticed by the proof because 
he had never seen nor heard of such a medal. With Bal’s help he > 
eventually traced the medal to the son of Augustin Dupre, who pos¬ 
sessed silver and bronze versions of all his father’s medals. 
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Comparison of 1792 and 1876 Diplomatic Medals 
Obverses 


1792 Original 1876 Restrike 



Unfortunately, Dupre was ill and Marcou was never able to view 
his collection. He was able to view the collection of a close friend 
of Dupres, Jacques Edouard Gatteaux, who had two of the med¬ 
als in bronze. Gatteaux was unwilling to part with either medal at 
any price. At this point, the seeming curse of the Diplomatic Medal 
struck again. Shortly after Marcou’s visit, Gatteaux’s entire collection 
was destroyed when the Communists burned his hotel in May 1871, 
during the French civil war. Even more unfortunately, the younger 
Dupres probably even more extensive collection was also somehow 
lost to the collecting world. 

Having learned that Congress had made an appropriation to strike 
medals for the Centennial Commission, Marcou wrote a letter on 
June 10, 1874, to Dr. H.R.Linderman, then Director of the Mint, and 
offered his original lead proof of the medal for the purpose of having 
it re-engraved and struck once again for the Centennial. Two days 
later, Dr. Linderman replied and accepted the offer. On October 10, 
1874, Marcou sent the proofs to the Mint, and William Barber began 
work on a set of copy dies. On December 6, 1875, the dies were 
completed. In April 1876 a total of 86 pieces were struck. The story 
does not end with the 86 medals struck in 1876. The Diplomatic 
Medal proved to be very popular, and it has been restruck frequently 
by the Mint, even to the present day. 
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Comparison of 1792 and 1876 Diplomatic Medals 
Reverses 

1792 Original 1876 Restrike 


( 

( 

In spite of the fact that the original 1792 versions of the Diplomatic 
Medal are unobtainable (only three are known to exist), and the 1876 
restrikes are definitely rare, the modern Mint restrikes ensure that 
every Centennial collection can include an example of this fascinat¬ 
ing medal. 

Reprinted by permission of Ron Abler, all rights reserved - Excerpted 
from Ron Abler's forthcoming book on the 1876 Centennial Exhibition 


Pictured right is a "Quarter Buck" 
or a modern folk art carving on 
a 1973 clad quarter dollar - 
similar to the "Hobo nickels" of the 
Great Depression - Each carved coin 
is a unique work of art. 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 




► 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. in 
Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314,703-435-0367, www.members. 
cox.net/alexandriacoinclub 


COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. 
Contact: Ken Headley,830 WhiteOakDr.,Covington,VA24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 


CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 

LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

MONTICELLO - BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets on LastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner 
and 7:00 pm for meeting/auction, at Topeka's Steakhouse, 1791 Richmond Road - Pantops Mtn. 
Contact: Kara Luck, (434) 295-1765, Email: karaluck@comcast.net. 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1 st Tuesday of each month at Roma Ristorante Ital- 
iano, 8330 Staples Mill Rd. Richmond, Va. Contact: C. Robertson, PO Box 791, Glen Allen, VA 23060, 
804-651-2536, Email: connie3798@comcast.net 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5066 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (nexttoToys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Bob Hart, P.O. Box 5247, Virginia Beach, 
VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

TRI-CITY COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:15 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Colonial Italian Restaurant, 1 Dunlop 
Village, Colonial Heights, VA 23834. Contact George Minson at 804-526-2939, or email: va-tccc@ 
tricitycoinclub.com, Website: www.tricitycoinclub.com 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 

WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: Len Harsel, PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 
20016 Phone:(703)323-5070. 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 
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Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps 
Coins For the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin and Estate Jewelry 

Honesty • Integrity • Value 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 




Ancient Coin Quiz 

Can you identify this coin? In the style of Hercules wearing the Namean 
Lion Skin, the obverse face was altered to closely resemble a ruler who 
poisioned himself regularly to build up a tolerance for the stuff. This is said 
to be a very good likeness, in comparison to existing statues of the fellow. 
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THE ANNAPOLIS 



March 27 & June 26, 2011 SHOW 

Ml | f ■ I A f | * | | I| 



The Knights of Columbus Hail 
2590 Solomons Island Road 


F|%pF Admission Hours 

p I#pp Parking & 9:00 a.m. to 

I I1LL Appraisals 4:30 p.m. 


PfllT Admissi 

Hfrr Parkin g 

I llkla Apprais. 


Cali Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 


www.coinshows.com 


402230 


OCEAN CITY COIN&CURRENCYSHOW 
October 1-2, 2011 


The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Their will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 
World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian 
Wars. Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, 
Maitland, FL 32751 (407) 644-0085._ 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need 
National Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 
23834 (804) 383-3532_ _ 

WANTED: Virginia MerchantTokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach,VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., 
Jetersville, VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561-2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also 
National Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 
118, Belair, MD 21014, ph. (410) 893-9783 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don't know what to do with. Send 
photocopy or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., 
Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, 
weddings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. 
Damron, PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my per¬ 
sonal collection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, 
NC 27615 


LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 
22931. historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a 
"FREE" currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, 
NC 27722-1646 


WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. 
Harold Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 


WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. 
Spelbring, P.O, Box 633, Vienna, VA 22183, (703) 938-7267_ 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron 
Waddell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronwl 935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com. 
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Our website is new, 

jve’re not! 


Check out our site for the best 
selections in coins 

We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 
Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 

The Butternut Company 

Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 
Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
Telephone: 703-802-0252 • Facsimile: 703-830-9176 
Email: butternut@butternut.org 
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For 50 Years 
Dedicated to 
( the enrich- 
y mentofthe 
numismatic 
hobby in the 
Common¬ 
wealth of 
Virginia 


> 


Spring 2011 



U.S. Mint sells 5-Ounce Silver "Bullion" Coins directly to 
collectors starting with Hot Springs, Mintage: 27,000 

Inside: MarketTrends - Spring 2011 by George Cash 
The Numismatic Euro (Part 1) by Jack Hepler 
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Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 8 

P.Q. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm ESI 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabalak and 
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Ah nne Cutler Skrabalak 

Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 










2011 ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
Thedeadlineforallcopyisthe20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue (e.g., 
September 20 th for the October/Fall 
issue). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents' consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed lettersto the Editorare invited 
from VNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 
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Enigmatic Error of Britannia 



This clipped, contemporary coun¬ 
terfeit George III Half Penny error 
extends an extra arm holding a 
nosegay before Britannia's nose. 
With foreshortened body and an 
extra pair of phantom feet, it also 
appears the "5" in the date was 
altered backward from "6." Since 
counterfeits needed to look old 
and circulated when new, they 
often defy conventional wisdom 
about coin chronology. 


VNA Membership/Renewal Application 

Check one: O $10.00/lndividual O$10.00/Club 0 $15.00/Family 
0 $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $ 150.00/Lifetime 
O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50AThree Year Family 

(Please Print) Date_ 

Name __ 

E-mail _ 


. Phone 


Street or P.O. Box. 
City, State, Zip_ 


(Your address information is kept confidential) 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association 
PO Box 16833 
Chesapeake, VA 23328 

Please pay your dues by January 31st each year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Regular and 
Club members paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A 
three year family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 
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* Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 

tA ORGANIZED ^ 

A/ 1959 

^CASSC^ officers 


OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, Richmond, 
VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast.net 

Vice-President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, Greenville, VA 
24440 

540-849-9108 

olecrs1@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

George Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

ciderbaron3@aol.com 

Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, 
VA 23328 

757-546-7366 

jkolos@chubb.com 

Past President 

John Koebert 

11068 Saffold Way, Reston, 
VA 20190 

571-643-6590 

johnnyck@verizon.net 

Other Positions 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Webmaster 

Judy Merz 

P.O. Box 2397 Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

imjudern@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor 

Tom Kays 

P.O. Box 25815, Alexandria, 
VA 22313 

571-225-5750 

Thomasakays@gmail.com 

Youth Director 

John P-hilips 

200 Santa Clara Dr., 
Richmond, VA 23229 

804-347-7082 

john.philips@comcast.net 


DIRECTORS 


Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

Robert Ayres 

5100 Bibb Store Rd., Louisa, 
VA 23093 

540-967-9740 

bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

Doug Bowers 

681 Coal Mine Rd.,Strasburg, 
VA 22657 

540-465-3952 

bottles@shentel.net 

Parry Bragg 

7423 Lee-Davis Rd. 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

804-652-9183 

795@hotmail.com 

Gregg Coburn 

P.O. Box 824, Bealeton, VA 
22712 

540-272-1524 

coburngregg@gmail.com 

Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 

803 Mt. Pleasant Dr., Locust 
Grove, VA 22508 

540-972-9678 

heplerj@juno.com 

Chris Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 6112, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23456 

757-721-5331 

mancn@cox.net 

George Watson 

P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, 
VA 22151 

703-425-1256 

georgecoins@msn.com 

Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 

VA 24505 

434-528-0488 

coindink@hotmail.com 

Emmett Yonce 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 

540-992-5331 



3 














President's Message 

In a few months we will be gathering at the Expo Center in Freder¬ 
icksburg for our annual convention. Gregg Coburn and Bob Ayres 
are hard at work making sure that the many details needed for a 
successful convention are in place. The three host clubs, Culpeper, 
Rappahannock Area, and Warrenton, are getting their volunteers 
in place. Volunteers are always welcome; just contact the clubs' 
leadership, Gregg, or Bob. To date, 55 dealers from nine states are 
signed up with 80 tables sold. Expectations are for 100-115 deal¬ 
ers and 150-170 tables. Your Board of Directors met on May 21 at 
the Richmond Coin Club Show. Two members who have newly as¬ 
sumed VNA positions were introduced: Judy Merz (wife of our Sec¬ 
retary, George Merz) is the new webmaster; John Philips is our new 
Youth Director. Both have quickly adapted to their new respon¬ 
sibilities. Two additional items of interest are the creation of The 
Virginia Numismatist Literary Award (see related article) and VNA's 
participation in a revised and updated book, Virginia Tokens. The 
book is a long-term project. We will keep you informed. Hope to 
see you at the convention, September 23-25. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Four VNA Director positions are up for election for the September 
2011-September 2013 term. If you would like to become a part 
of the leadership of VNA or would like to nominate someone you 
think would serve well on the Board, please contact: 

VNA c/o George Cash 
PO Box 74775 
Richmond, VA 23236 
Phone: 804-276-5430, 

E-mail: cash2274@comcast.net 

Nominees will be contacted to confirm that they would be willing 
to serve if elected. Please send your nominations to arrive by June 
30,2011. 
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Editor's Comer 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST LITERARY AWARD 

At the May 21, 2011, VNA Board of Directors meeting in Rich¬ 
mond, the Board reinstated a literary award to be presented 
to the author of the best article that appears in The Virginia 
Numismatist. This award will be presented at the annual con¬ 
vention in September and will be called the "James Ruehrmond 
Award" in honor of the long-time editor and contributor to The 
Virginia Numismatist. The Board is hopeful that more articles 
will be contributed to help make our journal even better. 


NEW FEE TO LIST EVENTS IN THE 
VNA NEWSLETTER COIN SHOW CALENDAR 


- Promoters or other organizations may send $10.00 to the 
VNA Treasurer to list their show in the VNA Newsletter (a quar¬ 
terly publication). Your show listing will also appear on the VNA 
website. 


- Coin shows by VNA member clubs and state numismatic as¬ 
sociations will be listed in the newsletter free of charge. 


- Information on future coin shows should be sent to the VNA 
Newsletter Editor at least six months in advance in order to as¬ 
sure a timely press run. Pop up show information may be run 
on a space-available basis. 
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COIN SHOWS CALENDAR 


Virginia Coin Club & Regional Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation Shows - Free Admission to All Shows 


JULY 2011 

SALEM COIN CLUB SHOW 

July 30-31, Saturday 9:30-5:30, Sunday 9:30-3. 

American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr., Salem, VA. No early birds. 
Contact: Will Camp, 540-934-2267. 


AUGUST 2011 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION 
August 19-21, 

Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention Center, 2211 Dug Gap Battle 
Rd., Dalton, GA. Tables: 200+ 


CHARLOTTESVILLE COIN SHOW 
August 27, 9-5. 

Elks Lodge, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA. Sponsored by Monticello 
Blue Ridge Coin Club. 

Contact: Robert Tharpe, 434-977-5734. Tables: 35 


SEPTEMBER 2011 

WINCHESTER COIN CLUB SHOW 
September 10, 9:30-5. 

Hampton Inn, 1204 Berryville Avenue, (1-81, exit 315), Winchester, VA. 
Contact: David Sabo, 540-535-7236 


VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB SHOW 
September 10-11, 9-6. 

Point Plaza Hotel & Convention Center, J. Clyde Morris Blvd (Rt. 17), 
Newport News, VA. 

Contact: Richard Schornak, 757-438-5174, integrity1coins@yahoo. 
com. Dealers: 30 
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SEPTEMBER 2011 (Continued) 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCATION CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 
September 23-25, Friday 10-6, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 9-4. 
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Ctr., 2371 Carl D. Silver Pkwy, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401. Early birds $35 on Sept. 22 at 3:00 pm. 
Contact: Gregg Coburn, PO Box 824, Bealeton, VA 22712, 540-272- 
1524, coburngregg@gmail.com. Tables: 120+ 


NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
53RD ANNUAL CONVENTION 
September 30-October 2. 

Hickory Metro Center, 1960 13th Ave. Dr., SE Hickory, NC 28602 Con¬ 
tact: Mike Griffin, PO Box 482, Monroe, NC 28111-0482, Contact: mike. 
griffin@yahoo.com. 


OCTOBER 2011 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB SHOW 
October 22-23. 

Virginia Beach Convention Center, Virginia Beach, VA. 

Contact: John Kolos, 757-222-4343. 

ROANOKE VALLEY COIN SHOW 

October 29-30, Saturday 9:30-5:30, Sunday 9:30-3. 

American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr., Salem, VA. No early birds. 
Sponsored by Salem Coin Club. Contact: Will Camp, 540-934-2267. 


NOVEMBER 2011 
RICHMOND COIN CLUB SHOW 

November 4-6, 2011, Friday & Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4. 

Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Boulevard, Richmond VA. 

Contact: Connie Robertson, 804-651-2536, connie3798@comcast.net. 


DECEMBER 2011 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB COIN & STAMP SHOW 
December 2-4, Friday 12-5, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-2. 

Weyers Cave Community Ctr., Weyers Cave, VA, 1-85 Exit 235, 2 mi. E 
on Hwy. 256. Sponsored by Shenandoah Valley Coin Club. 

Contact: Dave Batten, 540-849-9108, olecrs1@yahoo.com. Tables: 55 
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OTHER COIN SHOWS 

HAMPTON COIN SHOW by Rare Coins of Raleigh 
July 2-3, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4. 

Howard Johnson Plaza & Conf. Ctr., 1815 W. Mercury Blvd., Hampton, 
VA 23666. Contact: Stacy Silvers, 919-723-1410. 


DANVILLE COIN SHOW by Rare Coins of Raleigh 
January 21-22, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4. 

Stratford Courtyard Conf. Ctr., 149 Old Piney Forest Rd., Danville, VA 
24541. Contact: Stacy Silvers, 919-723-1410. 


VNA member club shows and regional numismatic association shows are 
listed free of charge. Promoters and others may purchase a listing for $10 
which includes the VNA website calendar. 

Send a check payable to "VNA" to the VNA treasurer. Submit your listing 
to the VNA newsletter editor six months in advance of the show. Please 
contact the editor with any changes. 

Market Trends - Spring 2011 

by George Cash 

Our hobby continues to surprise us as it reacts to economic forces 
outside its realm. The dramatic rise in the price of silver to the $49 
per ounce level and the subsequent drop to $34 per ounce over just 
a few weeks has had numerous ramifications for our hobby. 
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> (1) The prices of lower grade silver coins were eclipsed by the new 

bullion price for the silver content of the coin. Untold thousands of 
coins were sent to the smelter to take (monetary) advantage of these 
higher prices. 

(2) For several weeks, the interest at coin shows was centered al¬ 
most entirely on bullion and bullion pricing. Collectors stood on the 
sidelines trying to decide their next move. Collections, hoards, and 
accumulations long dormant were being offered for sale in great 
numbers. This did bring out, in certain measure, some very desir¬ 
able material which should prove to be a good thing. 

(3) With the costs of the older silver issues reflecting the new base 
cost of silver ($35?), there has been an increased interest in collect¬ 
ing non-silver coins such as Jefferson nickels; Kennedy halves; Ike, 
SBA and Sac dollars; and to a lesser extent Roosevelt dimes and the 
non-silver Washington quarters. Look for these issues to be very ac¬ 
tive in the coming months. 

(4) There is a strong trend for collectors who like the earlier silver is- 
• sues to turn to collecting by type which allows them to upgrade their 

selections by using the common date coins for their sets. 

At the Richmond Coin Club Show at the end of May, buyers were 
once again seeking out coins needed to complete their collections. 
Some stability is returning to the market, but silver is once again in¬ 
creasing in price. Stay tuned. 
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The Numismatic Euro 

by Jack Hepler 

Excerpts from his talk at the 2010 VNA Convention - Part 1 

The euro is the result of the most significant monetary reform in Europe 
since the days of the Roman Empire. Now, in 2010, the euro is the currency 
of 22 European states, collectively known as the Eurozone. One may see 
the Euro as simply facilitating free trade among the members of the Euro¬ 
zone, but it is also regarded by its founders as a key part of the project of 
European political integration. 


THE USERS 

On January 1st, 2002, twelve countries instantly switched from traditional 
public units of currency such as the, Franc, Lira, and Mark to a common cur¬ 
rency called the Euro including Austria, France, Ireland, Netherlands, Bel¬ 
gium, Germany, Italy, Portugal, Finland, Greece, Luxembourg, and Spain. 
Additionally, Monaco, San Marino, and the Vatican City, which formerly used 
the French franc or the Italian lira as their currency, now use the euro and 
are licensed to mint their own euro coins in small amounts, even though 
they are not European Union (EU) states. The euro is also used for pay¬ 
ment of debt in other European non-EU jurisdictions such as Montenegro, 
Kosovo (formally using the German mark) and Andorra (the French franc 
and Spanish peseta). They have adopted the euro as their de facto cur¬ 
rency, without having entered into any legal arrangements with the EU that 
explicitly permit them to do so. Many of the foreign currencies that were 
pegged to European currencies are now pegged to the euro; for example, 
Cape Verde, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Central African States and the Comoros. 
After December 2004, North Korea switched from the US Dollar to the euro 
as its official currency for foreign transactions. The euro has also replaced 
the dollar in large parts of the world black market. In total, the euro is the 
official currency in 31 states and territories. There are also 27 states and 
territories that have a national currency that is pegged to the euro. 

I found this coin that 
pays tribute to Robert 
Schuman who died in 
1963. The coin, dated 
1971, says; “ERSTER 
EUROPA TALER” 
and “PREMIER ECU 
d’EUROPE”. 
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The French wanted to 
call the new currency 


pSK>, ECU. And some were 
jwp® already calling it the Eu¬ 


ropean Currency Unit. 
iThe Ecu was an historic 


- 

denomination in French 


history, so it made 
sense to many that the 
Ecu would be the name. 


This ECU trial, appears to have been struck at the Paris Mint and is dated 
1979. It shows historic coinage of nine members of the European Union. 



The coin above left, was struck in 1987 as a 5 ECU in Belgium and actu¬ 
ally has a Krause catalog number, KM 166. There was a 1992 series of 
token pieces with a denomination of 25 ECU struck with designs for each 
of the member states. The piece above, right is the design for the United 
Kingdom. 



The coin above is an interesting uniface pattern, struck to commemorate the 
1993 Danish Presidency of the EU. Note the design is a Tri-metallic with a 
ring within a ring and a core of a contrasting colored metal. 

The Presidency of the European Union rotates among the member nations 
every six months. Bi-metallic coins such as the 10 Francs and 500 Lire 
were being produced in France, Italy and a handful of other nations for use 
in routine, day to day commercial transactions. By 1995, the committee 
had decided to incorporate the Bi-metallic approach into coinage of the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. Until this time, Germany had not produced Bi-metallic coins 
for circulation. 
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This 1995 German pattern (above left) was produced with no denomina¬ 
tion. Above center is a 1994 Tri-metallic pattern produced for Greece. 
Even the Swiss were involved in the excitement to create a design for the 
new currency. Above right is a 5 ECU pattern with the usual Swiss eye for 
art. One of the last of the ECU pattern pieces is shown below in this 1996 
Swedish design. 

CHOOSING A NAME FOR A NEW CURRENCY 
Surprisingly, computers, the internet and the new 
language of technology might have had some 
thing to do with the final selection of Euro as a 
name for the new currency. The ECU showed up 
from time to time on pattern coins and in official 
documents but the usage was more as a point of 
reference. The ECU was, simply put, an acronym 
and in some countries might present pronuncia¬ 
tion difficulties (the ECU in German has similarities to E-Kuh; literally an 
electronic cow). There were many discussions, resulting in the European 
Council of Madrid decision in December 1995, to the name the future cur¬ 
rency Euro. It was easy to pronounce in all of the Community languages 
and it had good reviews in opinion polls. In October 1996, the Finance 
Ministers agreed on a subdivision of the euro into 100 cents. According to 
the provisions of this Regulation, the definition of the name “cent” does not 
prevent the use of variants of this term in common usage. Thus we may 
hear the smaller denominations being called by different names in different 
countries. I think the French call it a centime. 



THE VALUE OF THE EURO 

One of the hardest issues to resolve was what value to assign to the Euro. 
The European Central Bank (ECB) was established in 1998. Its job was 
and is to make sure that the European System of Central Banks (ESCB) 
implemented the changeover according to the Euro rules. The General 
Council of the Central Bank was responsible for setting the conversion rate 
for the euro for each participating country. The ministers of the euro states 
issued a joint message on May 2, 1998 that became the guideline for the 
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Central Bank. The calculation would use the rate for each nation’s cur¬ 
rency against the U.S. dollar as of December 31, 1998. Those rates were 
established in January 1999, and were “irrevocably fixed”. 


The euro would be worth: 




ATS 

Austria 

Schilling 

13.7603 

II 

BEF 

Belgium 

Franc 

40.3399 


DEM 

Germany 

Mark 

1.95583 


ESP 

Spain 

Peseta 

166.386 

■ 

FIM 

Finland 

Markka 

5.94573 

jrJ 

FRF 

France 

Franc 

6.66597 

m idZS 

GRD 

Greece 

Drachma 

340.750 

FI 

IEP 

Ireland 

Pound 

0.787564 


ITL 

Italy 

Lira 

1936.27 


LUF 

Luxembourg 

Franc 

40.3399 


NLG 

Netherlands 

Guilder 

2.20371 


PTE 

Portugal 

Escudo 

200.482 


EURO SYMBOL DESIGN 

The Euro symbol was created by the European Commission. The design 
had to satisfy three simple criteria: 


To be a highly recognizable symbol of Europe. 
To be easy to write by hand. 

To have an aesthetically pleasing design. 
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Thirty or so drafts were drawn up internally. Of these, ten were subjected to 
public review. Two designs emerged from the selection process that were 
favored above the rest. It was from these two that the Commissioners made 
their final choice. 


€ 

The symbol looks like the first letter of the word "Europe". The Euro symbol 
also looks a lot like the Greek letter epsilon. The use of two parallel lines 
seems to be universal in currency design to remove confusion that may be 
caused by similarities with usual alphabetical symbols. 

EURO COIN SPECIFICATIONS 

In May 1992, preliminary proposals for coins had been developed by the Mint 
Directors. They contained plans for each type of coins, indicating the weight, di¬ 
ameter and alloy used. After proposals had been discussed with vending ma¬ 
chine manufacturers and associations for the blind, a final report was issued in 
November 1996. In March 1997, the mint directors were asked to draw up a 
formal proposal for the technical characteristics of the coins. The discussions 
were animated, especially about the use of nickel. Studies show that regular, 
prolonged contact with some nickel-based alloys may be the cause of dermatitis 
or certain allergic reactions (eczema, etc.). This problem seems to have been 
particularly worrisome to the Scandinavians. However, the majority of medical 
studies conclude that nickel is not a problem if properly alloyed to mitigate the 
nickel effects. After all, nickel is in common everyday use: it is present in cutlery, 
sinks, pots and pans and even in surgical instruments and jewelry. Most coun¬ 
tries use nickel in the manufacture of their coins. In Europe, it was being used in 
75% of the coins in circulation. 

To cut short the controversy, the Commission proposed limiting the use of nickel 
to the 1 and 2 Euro coins. The high quality of the alloy overcomes the risk of al¬ 
lergy and the presence of nickel is necessary to implement techniques minimiz¬ 
ing the risk of counterfeiting. For the other coins, it was proposed to replace 
the nickel by alloys of copper or in the case of some denominations an alloy 
called Nordic Gold, which was recommended by vending industry to facilitate 
its recognition by vending machines. On the basis of the mint directors' work 
and after consulting several consumer associations, the technical specifications 
of the coins were adopted by the Council on May 3rd, 1998. The coins are dis¬ 
tinguishable from one another through their weight, their size, their colour and 
their thickness. 
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Common Designs 

I mentioned earlier the constant fear that loss of national identity was a 
major concern of the Europeans involved in this process. But it was also 
necessary for there to be some universality in the design of the currency 
and coinage if this was to be a successful endeavor. To get around this 
problem, it was decided that paper currency for all nations would be identi¬ 
cal except for the serial numbers where counties printing the paper would 
be able to identify origin within the serial number of the bill. Design themes 
would not be attributed to any single country. 

A different approach was taken for coinage. One side of each circulation 
coin would be common to all countries. The other side would be designed 
by the country in which the coins were to be minted. This decision pre¬ 
served both universality and national identity. The European Commission 
organized a competition for selecting the design of the euro coins common 
side. This competition was won by the design of Luc Luycx, a sculptor 
employee of the Royal Belgian Mint. The basic design concept consists of 
a map of the European Union against a background of parallel lines linking 



The 1, 2 and 5 cent copper clad coins above show Europe's place in the 
world. The 10, 20 and 50 cent brass coins depict Europe as a group of 
individual nations. A united Europe without barriers is depicted on the bi¬ 
metallic One and Two Euro coins. 

Preparation 

As one can imagine, preparation for introduction of new coinage and currency 
to 300 million people of 12 different nationalities and languages, all accom¬ 
plished on one day would be a monumental job. It was an effort not taken 
lightly by any of the member nations. We are talking here about 250,000 tons 
of coins. That was on day one, January 2002. 

[Individual country features grace the opposite sides of the Euro and offer 
many opportunities for collecting coins which will be illustrated in Part 2 of 
The Numismatic Euro in a future edition of the VNA Newsletter.] 
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OLD COIN GALLERY 


Double Strike Redux - Vittorio Emanuele II demonstrates the vagari 
ties of double strikes on an 1861 two Centesimi and 1862 five Cen 
tesimi, both from Naples. 


Brockage produces mirror images of Vittorio Emanuele II on a 
dateless two Centesimi similar to double headed coins above 










VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


^ ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. in 
Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314,703-435-0367, www.members. 
cox.net/alexandriacoinclub 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at the Steel Horse 
Grille, 1910 West Hundred Rd., Chester, VA 23836. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Petersburg, 
' VA 23804, 804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 


COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con¬ 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 


CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 


1 ► MONTICELLO - BLUE Rl DGE COIN CLUB. Meets on LastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 

7:00 pm for meeting/auction, at Topeka's Steakhouse, 1791 Richmond Road - Pantops Mtn. Contact: 
Kara Luck, (434) 295-1765, Email: karaluck@comcast.net. 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 

> Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 

> Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com 

> RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1st Tuesday of each month at Roma Ristorante Ital- 
iano, 8330 Staples Mill Rd. Richmond, Va. Contact: C. Robertson, PO Box 791, Glen Allen, VA 23060, 

^ 804-651 -2536, Email: connie3798@comcast.net 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 

> Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern- 

> ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5066 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 

> Street, (next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 5247, Vir- 
ginia Beach, VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

^ VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil- 
t liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 

WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 

> room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
l of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: Len Harsel, PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 
' 20016 Phone: (703) 323-5070. 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 


> 
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Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps 
Coins For the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin and Estate Jewelry 

Honesty • Integrity • Value 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 


THE SENTRY BOX 

Com* 

PO Jkn6112 

Virginia Beath VA 2 5fMJl!2 


Own Minm jtjo' 

(757* 721-5331 
f75?jgH 7795 rCdli 
Email %cnu\binhHnwilcom 




18 






THE ANNAPOLIS 


March 27 & June 26, 2 

The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 


0 ; 


SHOW 



Admission 
Parking & 
Appraisals 


Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 


\' 


Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 


a n jk 
_ 1 1 

. v r&Zi 


402230 


OCEAN CITYCOIN&CURRENCYSHOW 


October 1-2, 2011 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Their will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 
World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian 
Wars. Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, 
Maitland, FL 32751 (407) 644-0085._ 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need 
National Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 
23834 (804) 383-3532_ 

WANTED: Virginia MerchantTokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., 
Jetersville, VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561 -2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also 
National Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 
118, Belair, MD 21014, ph. (410) 893-9783_ 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don't know what to do with. Send 
photocopy or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., 
Fairfax, VA 22039._ 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, 
weddings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. 
Damron, PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my per¬ 
sonal collection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, 
NC 27615_ 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 
22931. historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a 
"FREE" currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, 
NC 27722-1646_ 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. 
Harold Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 

WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. 
Spelbring, P.O. Box 633, Vienna, VA 22183, (703) 938-7267_ 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron 
Waddell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronwl 935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com. 
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; Our website is new, 
but we’re not! 


Check out our site for the best 

> selections in coins 

> We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 

^ Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 

► The Butternut Company 

Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 
Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
Telephone: 703-802-0252 • Facsimile: 703-830-9176 

► Email: butternut@butternut.org 
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Dedicated to 
the enrich¬ 
ment of the 
numismatic 
hobby in the 
Common¬ 
wealth of 
Virginia 


Summer 2011 



Vision of "Liberty" as conceived by Benjamin Franklin 


Inside: 

53rd VNA Convention Press Release 
Just a Little Copper by Mark Benvenuto 








Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 


P.O. Box 5234 * Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabalak and 


Ah nne Cutler Skrabalak 

Largest Inventory of 
Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 
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Andrew Skrabalak 
I. M 55126 

Akirnc Skrabalak 
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2011 AD VERTISING RA TES 



Size 

1-time 

1-Year 


1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 


1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

V 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

* 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

► 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
The deadlinefor all copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue (e.g., 
September 20 th for the October/Fall 
issue). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents' consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethe.namesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed letters to the Editor are invited 
from VNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 


VOLUME 47, No. 3 
Summer 2011 

THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot beforwarded, so be sure to 
send in your changes of address. 

Article submissions are welcomed. 
Send mail relatingtothemagazineto 
the editor. 

Send correspondence about 
membership, address changes, etc., 
to Virginia Numismatic Association, 
P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

VNA ONLINE: Our web site provides 
information about VNA activities and 
information for the numismatic com¬ 
munity. Go to: vnaonline.org 
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President's Message.4 
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VNACoinShowCalendar.6 
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OldCoinGallery.12 
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Money Store.16 


1 











About the Cover 



Dave Schenkman, Editor Emeritus of the To¬ 
ken and Medal Society (TAMS) Journal pro¬ 
vides images of the premier American Medal 
“Libertas Americana” of 1781 with the first flow¬ 
ing hair bust of Liberty with Liberty Cap on pole. 
The reverse shows infant America as Hercules 
strangling serpents while France as Minerva 
repels an attacking British Lion. Two dates 
honor American victories over English com¬ 
manders Burgoyne at Saratoga and Cornwalis 
at Yorktown. Conceived and funded by Benja¬ 
min Franklin before peace had been declared, 
the originals in gold were to be presented to 
King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette of France. 
About 300 originals in copper are known with 
the distinctive obverse die flaw below the “4” in 
the Fourth of July, 1776. 
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VNA Membership/Renewal Application <j^ 

Check one: O $ 10.00/lndividual 0 $10.00/Club 0 $15.00/Family 
0 $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $150.00/Lifetime 
O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 

(Please Print) Date_ 

Name_ 


E-mail 


Phone 


Street or P.O. Box. 
City, State, Zip_ 


(Your address information is kept confidential) 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association 

PO Box 16833 


Chesapeake, VA 23328 

Please pay your dues by January 31st each year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Regular and 
Club members paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A 
three year family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 
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Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 

OFFICERS 


OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, Richmond, 
VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast.net 

Vice-President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, Greenville, VA 
24440 

540-849-9108 

olecrs1@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

George Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

ciderbaron3@aol.com 

Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, 
VA 23328 

757-546-7366 

jkolos@chubb.com 

Past President 

John Koebert 

11068 Saffold Way, Reston, 
VA 20190 

571-643-6590 

johnnyck@verizon.net 

Other Posittions 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Webmaster 

Judy Merz 

P.O. Box 2397 Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

imjudern@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor 

Tom Kays 

P.O. Box 25815, Alexandria, 
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Thomasakays@gmail.com 

Youth Director 

John Philips 
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Richmond, VA 23229 

804-347-7082 
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DIRECTORS 
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Robert Ayres 

5100 Bibb Store Rd., Louisa, 
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bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

Doug Bowers 

681 Coal Mine Rd.,Strasburg, 
VA 22657 

540-465-3952 

bottles@shentel.net 

Parry Bragg 

7423 Lee-Davis Rd. 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

804-652-9183 

oerrvbraRR795(a)hotmail.com 

Gregg Coburn 

P.O. Box 824, Bealeton, VA 
22712 

540-272-1524 

coburngregg@gmail.com 

Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 

803 Mt. Pleasant Dr., Locust 
Grove, VA 22508 

540-972-9678 

heplerj@juno.com 

Chris Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 6112, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23456 

757-721-5331 

mancn@cox.net 

George Watson 

P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, 
VA 22151 

703-425-1256 

georgecoins@msn.com 

Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 

VA 24505 

434-528-0488 

coindink@hotmail.com 

Emmett Yonce 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 

540-992-5331 












President’s Message 


PROGRESS REPORT ON THE 2011 VNA CONVENTION 

Preparations for the 2011 VNA Convention are moving forward 
quickly. So far we have sold 110+ tables to 65+ dealers. Banquet 
information and a registration form are being mailed to VNA and 
host club members in August and are available on VNA's website, 
vnaonline.org. Join fellow collectors and dealers for a fun evening 
with some interesting new items on the menu. 

Please help spread the word about the convention and coin show. 
It will take a special effort to make people aware of the new loca¬ 
tion in Fredericksburg. A strong publicity and advertising program 
is in place. There is a flier on the VNA website that can be printed 
for distribution to your friends. 

Volunteers are needed to help at the convention. Please contact 
Gregg Coburn or Robert Ayres to volunteer. Their contact informa¬ 
tion is on page 3 in the list of Directors. Check the VNA website at 
vnaonline.org occasionally for updates on the convention. 


Watch for a mailing in August including the ballot for directors. 
Please return your ballot to George Merz, Secretary, by September 
9, 2011. 

George Cash, President 
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~ CONVENTION PRESS RELEASE - 

* VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

* 53rd ANNUAL CONVENTION, COIN & CURRENCY SHOW 

The Virginia Numismatic Association will hold its 53rd annual convention, 
coin and currency show, September 23-25 (Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00PM, 
Saturday, 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM, and Sunday, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM) at the 
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 2371 Carl D. Silver Pkwy, 
Fredericksburg, VA. This is a change of venue from the Richmond location 
of the past three years. 

The VNA coin show is the largest in Virginia. Dealers at 110+ tables will 
offer U.S. and foreign coins and paper money, ancients, gold and silver, 
Civil War currency, tokens, medals, supplies, and other items. In addition 
to buying, selling, and trading of numismatic items, SEGS grading service 
and free appraisals and authentication will be available. Stack’s Bowers, a 
major auction house, will be on hand to accept items for their auctions. 

> 

Exhibits of numismatic materials will be a special attraction with some fo¬ 
cusing on the 150th anniversary of the Civil War. There will be several edu¬ 
cational talks by experts and sessions on how to photograph coins. Young 
coin collectors will find fun activities at the youth table. A Scout coin col¬ 
lecting badge workshop will be held on September 24, 1-3:00 PM. 

* 

Beth Deisher, editor of Coin World and author of Making the Grade, will 
* be the guest speaker at the awards banquet on September 24 (advance res¬ 
ervation required). Her topic is "Stories behind the Headlines...2011 in the 
#> Numismatic Realm." 


Raffle tickets will be sold in books of 11 for a $10 contribution to support 
VNA’s educational work. There will be hourly drawings for numismatic 

► items and for a gold coin prize at the end of the show. 

> 

Admission and parking are free for the coin show and convention events. 
Pre-show “early bird” admission is $35 during dealer setup starting at 3:00 
PM on September 22. 

t> 

For further information, visit vnaonline.org or contact Gregg Coburn at 540- 
272-1524 or cobumgregg@gmail.com. 

> 
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COIN SHOWS CALENDAR 


Virginia Coin Club & Regional Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation Shows - Free Admission to All Shows 


AUGUST 2011 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION 
August 19-21, 

Northwest Georgia Trade & Convention Center, 2211 Dug Gap Battle 
Rd., Dalton, GA. Tables: 200+ 

CHARLOTTESVILLE COIN SHOW 
August 27, 9-5. 

Elks Lodge # 389, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA. (From Rt 250 W take 
Rt 20N) Sponsored by Monticello Blue Ridge Coin Club. 

Contact: Robert Tharpe, 434-981-4358. Tables: 35 


SEPTEMBER 2011 

WINCHESTER COIN CLUB SHOW 
September 10, 9:30-5. 

Hampton Inn, 1204 Berryville Avenue, (1-81, exit 315), Winchester, VA. 
Contact: David Sabo, 540-535-7236 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB SHOW 
September 10-11, 9-6. 

Point Plaza Hotel & Convention Center, 950 J. Clyde Morris Blvd (Rt. 
17), Newport News, VA. (Just of 1-64) 

Contact: Richard Schornak, 757-438-5174, integrity1coins@yahoo. 
com. Dealers: 30 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCATION CONVENTION & COIN SHOW 
September 23-25, Friday 10-6, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 9-4. 
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Ctr., 2371 Carl D. Silver Pkwy, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401. Early birds $35 on Sept. 22 at 3:00 pm. 
Contact: Gregg Coburn, PO Box 824, Bealeton, VA 22712, 540-272- 
1524, coburngregg@gmail.com. Tables: 120+ 
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SEPTEMBER 2011 (Continued) 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
53RD ANNUAL CONVENTION 
, September 30-October 2. 

Hickory Metro Center, 1960 13th Ave. Dr., SE Hickory, NC 28602 Con¬ 
tact: Mike Griffin, PO Box 482, Monroe, NC 28111-0482, Contact: mike. 
griffin@yahoo.com. 

OCTOBER 2011 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB SHOW 
October 22-23. 

Virginia Beach Convention Center, Virginia Beach, VA. 

Contact: John Kolos, 757-222-4343. 

4 ROANOKE VALLEY COIN SHOW 

October 29-30, Saturday 9:30-5:30, Sunday 9:30-3. 

American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr., Salem, VA. No early birds. 
Sponsored by Salem Coin Club. Contact: Will Camp, 540-934-2267. 


NOVEMBER 2011 
RICHMOND COIN CLUB SHOW 

November 4-6, 2011, Friday & Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4. 

Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Boulevard, Richmond VA. 

, Contact: Connie Robertson, 804-651-2536, connie3798@comcast.net. 


DECEMBER 2011 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB COIN & STAMP SHOW 
December 2-4, Friday 12-5, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-2. 

Weyers Cave Community Ctr., Weyers Cave, VA, 1-85 Exit 235, 2 mi. E 
on Hwy. 256. Sponsored by Shenandoah Valley Coin Club. 

Contact: Dave Batten, 540-849-9108, olecrs1@yahoo.com. Tables: 55 
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OTHER COIN SHOWS 

JANUARY 2012 



DANVILLE COIN SHOW by Rare Coins of Raleigh * 

January 21-22, 2012 Saturday 10-6, Sunday 10-4. 

Stratford Courtyard Conf. Ctr., 149 Old Piney Forest Rd., 

Danville, VA 24541. Contact: Stacy Silvers, 919-723-1410. 

VNA member club shows and regional numismatic association shows are J 
listed free of charge. Promoters and others may purchase a listing for $10 
which includes the VNA website calendar. Send a check payable to "VNA" 
to the VNA treasurer. Submit your listing to the VNA newsletter editor six > 
months in advance of the show. Please contact the editor with any changes. 

HELP WANTED: Mailroom / warehouse / customer 
service at a numismatic internet business located in 
Chantilly, VA. Part-time weekdays to start. ANA/VNA > 
membership preferred but not required. For more in¬ 
formation contact Wayne Herndon, 703-738-4485. 


One ounce silver bar issued nearly half a century after the , 
transatlantic flight of Charles Lindberg honors the Spirit of St. 
Louis monoplane now on display at the Smithsonian . 
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Picture Credit: 1840 Braided Hair Half Cent - Coinfacts / Superior Galleries 

Just A Little Copper 

By Mark Benvenuto 

When it comes to a hot series to collect, the kind you constantly at¬ 
tend VNA shows looking for, half cents may not come to mind. The 
obsolete series is one of our oldest, but since we don’t normally think 
of paying for anything in units of less than a cent, (i.e. five mills) not 
many of us think of this as a denomination that is, or was, all that use¬ 
ful. To be fair, we still today pay for gasoline in units of mills (a tenth 
of a cent), but we buy so much of it at once, that differences of one- 
tenth of a cent are rounded out and do not factor into our change at 
all. But the half cent had its day, and remains an interesting coin, or 
series of coins, to dive into. One easy way to think about assembling 
a beginner half cent collection is to start with a type set that could 
number as high as 6 coins, if you have deep pockets, or it could be a 
bit less. Let’s start at the tail end, as it were. Braided Hair half cents 
were issued from 1840 all the way until 1857, and have the same de¬ 
sign as the large cents of the day. But a quick look at any price guide 
will set off an alarm bell. Why are half cents dated 1840 up to 1848 
and some 1849’s so expensive and why are they generally listed only 
in high grades? The answer deals with the economy of the time and 
with the few collectors of that day and age. It may be that people and 
businesses of the young United States weren’t using half cents too 
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much by the 1840's. Plus, there had been a serious economic depres¬ 
sion and hard times that hurt commerce badly and continued to do so for 
years. But there were enough special requests for proof examples that 
the Philadelphia Mint did pound out a few half cents each year (originals) 
and again years later (restrikes) to satisfy collector demand, making them 
all rarities today. 

But don't let this span of years sour you to a fun collecting area. The 1851 
Braided Hair half cent saw a total mintage of 147,672 coins, which isn't 
actually all that high, but which is high enough that an example in XF- 
40 condition sells for less than $100 today. The 1853 is another rather 
common date at the end of this series with both a similar mintage and a 
similar price tag. Other dates with mintages of about fifty thousand often 
bring the same price. {Editor's Note: To put mintages in perspective, all 
the years of Braided Hair half cents in total, slightly outnumber 1909-S 
V.D.B. Lincoln Wheat cents. How many half cents survive since their dis¬ 
continuance in 1857? The Early American Coppers (EAC), Inc., Half Cent 
Survey Project may help tell us how rare each year is by grade.} Where 
collecting Braided Hair half cents get even more interesting is within the 
scarce years from 1849 - 1857, because the prices generally remain the 
same as for the two "common" dates. The 1856 for example, has a to¬ 
tal mintage of 40,430 coins, {less than the 1916 Standing Liberty Quarter 
Dollar} but trades for the same XF-40 price that we have just listed. The 
1854 and 1855 have slightly higher mintages, but again the same price. 
This is good news for collectors today. It means a person can buy into 
this series at several points, and not really flatten his or her wallet in the 
process. 

Jumping back in time, the Classic Head half cents were produced from 
1809- 1836, again with some serious holes within that span of years. The 
first year of this series, the 1809, was the only year to have a seven-figure 
mintage total. At 1.15 million coins, it is still a remarkably common coin 
today in circulated grades. The $100 price tag we established for the 
Braided Hair half cents will still get you a Classic Head half cent, although 
now it will be in VF-20 condition. While that's not a tremendously rare 
coin, it's not all that shabby either. Curiously, just as there were some 
dates in the Braided Hair series that qualified as sleepers, the tail end of 
the Classic Head series also shows a few remarkably underpriced coins 
Look carefully at the mintage figures in any reference book for the 1832, 
the 1833, the 1834, and the 1835; then look at the prices. The highest 


mintage of these four musketeers is the 1835, with 398K produced. 
The lowest is the 1833, with a mere 120K to its tally. Yet in XF-40 
(extra fine condition) these dates all cost about the same as the 
1809 in VF-20. It might take some time to track down examples of 
each of these half cents, but “the hunt” is what good collecting is all 
about! Any one of these half cents - or even all four - would be an 
excellent addition to a growing half cent collection. 

Now, while it’s wonderful to see two series of half cents with ex¬ 
cellent buys in their ranks, it might be a surprise to find any in the 
Draped Bust series, which was minted from 1800 - 1808. There’s 
no two ways about it, this is an old series that ought not to have too 
much by way of high mintage dates. But believe it or not, the 1804 
Draped Bust half cent has a mintage that is just over 1 million coins, 
which translates into some great prices today, and the 1805, with 
814,464 coins to its official total, doesn’t come in too far behind. The 
$100 that we have been using as an informal guide will land either 
of these dates in VG-8. Amazingly, this series has the same sort of 
sleepers that we have seen in the previous two series. The 1800 
has a mintage of only 211K, yet it too is listed as a coin that won’t 
run more than $100 in VG-8. The 1806 and the 1808 have similar 
prices, and similarly low mintages. Again, these are not creme de 
la creme coins; but they are rather noteworthy when we consider 
their age. 

If you think we can go back further, to either of the two Liberty Cap 
half cents, minted first in 1793, then from 1794 - 1797, and can do 
so for $100, well - dare to dream! Most collectors are aware that 
any United States coin with a date on it that starts with “17” is going 
to “cost big.” It’s simply a matter of numbers - meaning U.S. Mint 
numbers were low back then. The half cents are certainly no excep¬ 
tion, with the cheapest costing about $400 down in G-4. Even if 
the earliest half cents are too rich for your blood though, we see that 
there is a lot more opportunity within the different series of half cents 
than a collector normally thinks of. At a time when gold and silver 
are bouncing around at insanely high prices, it might be a very good 
time to take a close look at collecting the humble half cent. 
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OLD COIN GALLERY 


Shotgun roll of half dollars obtained at the bank for face value 
just last month, contains two 1964 uncirculated silver halves 
on each end, one badly toned. The paper roll is stamped Oct, 
19, 1964. This is a real unsearched roll. Would you open it? 


Small Shilling of Massachusetts (Noe-16) dated "1652" but 
actually manufactured after 1675 by John Hull. Many were 
traded into Canada where they passed as 12 Sols (10 Sols = 
1/8 Ecu). These coins were called "Boston Shillings," or "Bay 
Shillings," for Massachusetts Bay or "Pine Tree Shillings." 
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VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


> 

ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. in 
t Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314,703-435-0367, www.members. 

cox.net/alexandriacoinclub 

^ CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at the Steel Horse 

Grille, 1910 West Hundred Rd., Chester, VA 23836. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Petersburg, 
t> VA 23804, 804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays atCity Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con¬ 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 

CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
« | Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 _ 

LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 

Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. ContactThomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

. 

MONTICELLO - BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets on LastTuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 
6:30 pm for meeting/auction, at Topeka's Steakhouse, 1791 Richmond Road - Pantops Mtn. Contact: 

Kara Luck, (434) 295-1765, Email: karaluck@comcast.net. 

- 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 

RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1st Tuesday of each month at Roma Ristorante Ital- 
iano, 8330 Staples Mill Rd. Richmond, Va. Contact: C. Robertson, PO Box 791, Glen Allen, VA 23060, 
804-651-2536, Email: connie3798@comcast.net 

$ --—-- 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy's Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 
* - 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern¬ 
ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5066 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
^ Street, (next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 5247, Vir- 
ginia Beach, VA 23471. Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

* VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 

-- 

WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 
O (703)323-5070. 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
y Park, Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 























Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps 
Coins For the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin and Estate Jewelry 

Honesty • Integrity • Value 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 




THE SENTRY BOX 

World Corns 
BO Bin 6112 

Virgmu Bench VA 2*456-0112 
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(757? 721 537! 

1757) HU-2795 {Cell! 
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rHE ANNAPOLIS 



September 11 & November 27, 2011 


SHOW 


The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 



Admission 
Parking & 
Appraisals 


Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 


Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 



OCEAN CITY COIN&CURRENCYSHOW 

October 1-2, 2011 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Their will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 
World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian 
Wars. Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, 
Maitland, FL 32751 (407) 644-0085._ 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need 
National Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 
23834 (804) 383-3532 

WANTED: Virginia MerchantTokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., 
Jetersville, VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561 -2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also 
National Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 
118, Belair, MD 21014, ph. (410) 893-9783 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don't know what to do with. Send 
photocopy or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., 
Fairfax, VA 22039. _ 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, 
weddings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. 
Damron, PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my per¬ 
sonal collection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, 
NC 27615_ 

LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 
22931. historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a 
"FREE" currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, 
NC 27722-1646_ 

WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. 
Harold Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 


WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. 
Spelbring, P.O. Box 633, Vienna, VA 22183, (703) 938-7267 __ 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron 
Waddell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronw1935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (up to 30 words) to 
Toni Kays , thomasakays@gmail.com. 
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Our website is new, 
but we’re not! 
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Check out our site for the best 
selections in coins 

We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 
Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 

The Butternut Company 

Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 
Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
Telephone: 703-802-0252 • Facsimile: 703-830-9176 
Email: butternut@butternut.org 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
c/o John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Thomas Kavs 
7922 Wellinaton Rd 
Alexandria VA 22308-1161 
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Dedicated to 
the enrich¬ 
ment of the 
numismatic 
hobby in the 
Common¬ 
wealth of 
Virginia 



Is this the First "Dollar" Coin? 


Inside: 

v 

Thomas G. Wood Ph.D.: Numismatic Exemplar by Jeff Burke 
" James Tipping of Winchester and his Hemerologe by Eric Schena 













Angel Dee’s Coins 
and Collectibles 


P.0. Box 5234 • Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Phone/Fax: 703-580-6969 • Daily lOam-IOpm EST 

E-mail: buycoins@angeldees.com 
Website: www.angeldees.com 

Andy Skrabalak and 
Ah nne Cutler Skrabalak 


Largest Inventory of 


Certified Small Cents 
through Nickels! 
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2011 ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

1-time 

1-Year 

1/4 Page 

$ 20.00 

$72.00 

1/2 Page 

30.00 

102.00 

Full Page 

40.00 

128.00 

Inside Front or 
Back Cover 

50.00 

160.00 

Outside Back 
Cover 

60.00 

192.00 


All advertising copy must be typed 
or camera-ready. Send ads in c/o the 
magazine editor. Make all checks pay¬ 
able to Virginia Numismatic Association. 
Thedeadlineforall copy is the 20 th ofthe 
month preceding month of issue (e.g., 
September 20 th for the October/Fall 
issue). No ads will be accepted from mi¬ 
nors without their parents'consent. All 
ads must have numismatic significance. 
Unusual copy requirements may be 
billed extra. If in doubt, write for details. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association 
hasonfilethenamesand addresses of its 
advertisers. Any complaints or requests 
for information regarding advertisers 
should be referred to The Virginia Nu¬ 
mismatic Association. The right to edit 
copy, to require payment in advance, 
and to decline any payment in advance 
is specifically reserved. 

Signed letters to the Editor are invited 
fromVNA members. Please includeyour 
nameand address. Letters will be printed 
if space permits. 



VOLUME 47, No. 4 
Fall 2011 


THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the Virginia 
Numismatic Association, is published 
four times per year. It is mailed from 
Norfolk, Virginia, at the 3 rd Class Rate 
and cannot beforwarded, so besureto 
send in your changes of address. 

Article submissions are welcomed. 
Send mail relating to the magazine to 
the editor. 

Send correspondence about 
membership, address changes, etc., 
to Virginia Numismatic Association, 
P.O.Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 

VNA ONLINE: Our web site provides 
information about VNA activities and 
information for the numismatic com¬ 
munity. Goto: vnaonline.org 


IN THIS ISSUE 
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List of Officers and Directors.3 
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2012 VNA Coin Show Calendar.6 

Thomas G. Wood Ph.D.: Numismatic 
Exemplar.9 

James Tipping of Winchester and his 

Hemerologe.12 

VNA Clubs.13 

Money Store.16 
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About the Cover 


What was the first "Dollar” coin that actually read dollar in its legend? Silver coins of approxi¬ 
mately one ounce, started as the "JOACHIMSTHALER" or “THALER” for short. One spelling 
of “Thaler” under the Dutch pronunciation, “Dollar” appears about 1600. Dutch “Lion Dollars,” 
minted in the 17th century worth 48 Stuivers, were popularly circulated in Maryland by 1700, 
after they became uncurrent and obsolete, replaced by 50 Stuiver, “Rijksdaalders in the Neth¬ 
erlands. “Lyon Dollars” was a nickname for these coins used in colonial America by 1725, 
only reckoned as “dollars” in hindsight. The Scots "dollar" of 1675 looked like a merk but with 
more thistles. The “Peso Duro” or “Spanish Milled Dollars” were set to match the unit money 
of account in of early America, yet the coins were denominated "eight reales". English silver 
coins of about an ounce were called “Crowns," far too regal a term for America. Colonial paper \ 
money referenced “dollars” as determined by the Continental Congress as a unit money of ac¬ 
count, yet no dollar coin corresponded to the term “Dollar.” Continental Congress patterns of 
1776 intended to realize “dollar,” instead say they are "Currency" spelled with one or two "R"s. > 
The first U.S. Dollar of 1794 on neither face gives a denomination, only on the “third side,” the 
edge, do they hesitantly say “HUNDRED CENTS ONE DOLLAR OR UNIT.” Before the Mint 
at Philadelphia was established, the new Republic of Sierra Leone, a British Commonwealth 
nation in West Africa for slaves freed from British servitude also struggled with establishing 
units of money, opting for a pattern “penny” after the British system, and a pattern “cent” after * 
the French metric system with the corresponding “One Dollar Piece.”. The Sierra Leone Com¬ 
pany, One Dollar Piece of 1791, with a mintage of 800 pieces in silver is the first coin minted 
as a “Dollar” worth one hundred “Cents.” Images provided by Dave Schenkman. 




VNA Membership/Renewal Application 


Check one: O $10.00/lndividual O $10.00/Club O $15.00/Family 


O $2.00/Junior (under 17) O $ 150.00/Lifetime 
O $25.00/Three Years O $37.50/Three Year Family 


(Please Print) 


Date. 


Name 


Street or P.O. Box 


City, State, Zip 
E-mail 


Telephone. 


(Your contact information is kept confidential) Make check payable to "VNA" 

Send to: Virginia Numismatic Association, 

George Merz, PO Box 2397, Harrisonburg, VA, 22801 

Dues are payable on Jan. 1. New applications accepted between Sept. 1 and 
Dec. 31 are paid in full through the following year. We offer regular, club 
and family membership discounts for paying for three years. Individuals 
and Clubs paying for three years pay $25.00, a saving of $5.00. A three year 
family membership is $37.50, a savings of $7.50. 
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Virginia Numismatic Association 
Officers and Directors 

OFFICERS 


OFFICE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

President 

George Cash 

P.O. Box 74775, Richmond, 
VA 23236 

804-276-5430 

cash2274@comcast. net 

Vice-President 

David Batten 

P.O. Box 604, Greenville, VA 
24440 

540-849-9108 

olecrs1@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

George Merz 

P.O. Box 2397, Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

ciderbaron3@aol.com 

Treasurer 

John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, 
VA 23328 

757-546-7366 

jkolos@chubb.com 

Past President 

John Koebert 

11068 Saffold Way, Reston, 
VA 20190 

571-643-6590 

johnnyck@verizon.net 

Other Positions 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

Webmaster 

Judy Merz 

P.O. Box 2397 Harrisonburg, 
VA 22801 

540-746-5055 

imjudern@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor 

Tom Kays 

P.O. Box 25815, Alexandria, 
VA 22313 

571-225-5750 

Thomasakays@gmail.com 

Youth Director 

John Philips 

200 Santa Clara Dr., 
Richmond, VA 23229 

804-347-7082 

john.philips@comcast.net 
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DIRECTORS 


Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

Robert Ayres 

5100 Bibb Store Rd., Louisa, 
VA 23093 

540-967-9740 

bobscoins5100@yahoo.com 

Doug Bowers 

681 Coal Mine Rd.,Strasburg, 
VA 22657 

540-465-3952 

bottles@shentel.net 

* Parry Bragg 

7423 Lee-Davis Rd. 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

804-652-9183 

DerrvbraRg795@hotmail.com 

Gregg Coburn 

P.O. Box 824, Bealeton, VA 
22712 

540-272-1524 

coburngregg@gmail.com 

h Leslie J. (Jack) Hepler 

803 Mt. Pleasant Dr., Locust 
Grove, VA 22508 

540-972-9678 

heplerj@juno.com 

Chris Maniscalco 

P.O. Box 6112, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23456 

757-721-5331 

mancn@cox.net 

George Watson 

P.O. Box 1146, Springfield, 
VA22151 

703-425-1256 

georgecoins@msn.com 

* 

Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D 

1026 Main St., Lynchburg, 

VA 24505 

434-528-0488 

coindink@hotmail.com 

Emmett Yonce 

P.O. Box 512, Daleville, VA 
24083 

540-992-5331 















President's Message 




Greetings, 

What a great event this year's VNA convention was! Hats off to 
Gregg Coburn and Bob Ayres and the many volunteers from the 
Culpeper, Rappahannock Area, and Warrenton Coin Clubs and oth¬ 
ers for a job well done. Dealers reported having a good show and 
really like this location with its many hotels, restaurants, and easy 
in and out. Thanks for all the support from dealers and attendees, 
who set a new attendance record. 
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At the banquet, Beth Deisher, editor of Coin World, gave us perspec- . 
tive on recent stories about legal cases that may affect the hobby. 

Four directors who ran unopposed for reelection were installed 
for another two-year term: Robert Ayres, Gregg Coburn, Chris p 
Maniscalco, and George Watson. The first James Ruehrmund Liter- 
ary Award was given to Mark Benvenuto for his fine articles in The 
Virginia Numismatist. VNA members who made special contribu¬ 
tions in 2011 to the work of the association were given recognition ' " 
awards: Robert Ayres, Gregg Coburn, John Kolos, and Judy Merz. 
Douglas Harms from the Warrenton Coin Club was recognized as 
the convention's outstanding volunteer. 


If you are searching for information about VNA, visit our website at - 
www.vnaonline.org. It has been recently revamped and updated 
by VNA's new webmaster, Judy Merz. In a herculean effort, George 
and Judy Merz, John Kolos, and Dave Batten have reorganized and , ; 

updated VNA's membership records and sent out membership 
cards and life member certificates Melissa Smith helped design. 

We are already hard at work on next year's convention to be held 
again at the Fredericksburg Expo, September 28-30. Make your 
plans to be there. Your comments and suggestions are always we- c 
come. Please contact anyone on the Board of Directors. ^ 

George Cash 


4 



Editor’s Corner 


The VNA selected Professor Mark H. Benvenuto as the first recipient of the 
James Ruehrmond Literary Award for his (many) contributions to The Vir¬ 
ginia Numismatist. Mark writes: "I just received your letter this afternoon, 
and want to say thank you very, very much for this award! I am flattered 
to even be considered. It's been more years than I'd care to remember, but I 
) graduated from the Virginia Military Institute quite a while back, then after 
some years as a lieutenant stationed in West Germany, came back to the Old 
Dominion to get my graduate schooling in chemistry from UVa. So, even 
though this old Keydet and Wahoo is up near Detroit now, and doesn't make 
it back as often as I'd like, I'm very happy to still be a part of the VNA. Writ¬ 
ing is a way for me to keep in contact, and I am as pleased as can be that 
the real shakers and movers of the organization have bestowed the James 
Ruehrmond Literary Award on me. It’s good to know folks are reading the 
articles." 

New contributors Jeff Burke and Eric Schena continue to provide good 
> reading as Mark Benvenuto has many times before. Eric shares this early 
Virginia bank seal, a neat artifact of interest to readers. Thank you authors! 



The Northwestern Bank of Virginia at 
Wheeling was chartered by the General 
Assembly on 11 January 1817 in the same 
act that chartered the Bank of the Valley 
in Virginia at Winchester. Along with the 
parent bank in Wheeling, it also operated 
[banking houses in Parkersburg, Wells- 
burg, and Jeffersonville (now Tazewell). 
In 1865, the bank reorganized as the Na¬ 
tional Bank of West Virginia at Wheeling 
with charter number 1424 and continued 
to operate under that name until it was 
eventually acquired by WesBanco in 
1997. This seal was probably produced 
around 1820 and presumably was used 


North Western Bank of Virginia for embossing documents, stocks, and 
Seal - Image is reversed to see bonds of the bank. It is made of bronze 
what impression would make and is 42 mm in diameter and 15.5 mm 


thick and has a helpful alignment arrow 
on the reverse pointing down. 





COIN SHOWS CALENDAR 


Virginia Coin Club & Regional Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation Shows - Free Admission to All Shows 

DECEMBER 2011 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB COIN & STAMP SHOW: December 2-4, Friday 
12-5, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-2. Weyers Cave Community Ctr., Weyers Cave, 
VA, 1-81 Exit 235, 2 mi. E on Hwy. 256. Sponsored by: Weyers Cave Lions Club. 
Contact: Dave Batten, 540-849-9108, olecrs1@yahoo.com. Tables: 55 


FEBRUARY 2012 

ALEXANDRIA COIN SHOW: February 11, 2012, Saturday, 9-5. Hampton Inn, 
5821 Richmond Hwy, Alexandria, VA. Contact: Boots Barnes, 703-975-7029. 
www.members.cox.net/alexandriacoinclub. Tables: 45 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB SHOW: February 18-19, 2012. . Saturday, 10-6; Sun¬ 
day, 10-4. Virginia Beach Convention Center, 1000 19th St., Virginia Beach, VA. 
Contact: 757-222-4343. www.tidewatercoinclub.org 

SALEM COIN CLUB SHOW: February 25-26, 2012. Saturday, 9:30-5:30; Sun¬ 
day, 9:30-3. American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr. Salem, VA. No early¬ 
birds. Contact: Will Camp, 540-943-2267 


MARCH 2012 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN AND STAMP CLUB: Spring Show, March 30, 31, 
April 1, 2012. Friday 12-5, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-2. Weyers Cave Com¬ 
munity Ctr., Weyers Cave, VA, Directions: 1-81 Exit 235, 2 mi. E on Hwy. 256. 
Sponsored by : Weyers Cave Lions Club. Contact: Dave Batten, 540-849-9108, 
olecrs1@yahoo.com. Tables: 55 


MAY 2012 

ROANOKE VALLEY COIN SHOW: May 5-6, 2012. Saturday, 9:30-5:30; Sunday, 
9:30-3. American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Dr. Salem, VA. No earlybirds. 
Contact: Will Camp, 540-943-2267 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB SHOW: May 18-20, 2012. Friday & Saturday 10-6; 
Sunday 10-4. Clarion Richmond Central, 3207 N. Boulevard, Richmond VA. 
Contact: Connie Robertson, 804-651-2536, connie3798@comcast.net. wwjv. 
richmondcoinclub.com 


OTHER COIN SHOWS 

DANVILLE COIN SHOW by Rare Coins of Raleigh: January 21-22, 2012. Sat¬ 
urday 10-6; Sunday 10-4. Stratford Courtyard Conf. Ctr., 149 Old Piney Forest 
Rd., Danville, VA 24541. Contact: Stacy Silvers, 919-723-1410 
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Thomas G. Wood, Ph.D.: Numismatist Exemplar 
by Jeff Burke 

Tom Wood is the founder and president of the Lynchburg Coin Club, 
where I serve as the first vice-president. Tom has had over fifty years of ex¬ 
perience in working with coins. He is on the Virginia Numismatic Association 
Board of Directors. I wrote this article to honor Tom and his long-standing 
commitment to the wonderful hobby of numismatics. Tom Wood was born 
on December 31, 1941, and raised in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where he lived 
until 1977. He started collecting coins in 1956 and began as a coin dealer 
in 1958 while still in high school. Tom remembers putting a sign in front of 
his mother's house in 1958 that read "Buy, Sell, Trade"! Tom joined the ANA 
in 1957 and rejoined later in 1973. In the early 1970s, Tom advertized his 
services in Coin World as an authenticator and specialist in coin restoration. 
Tom had several articles about Standing Liberty quarters, Nickel Three-Cent 
pieces and Liberty Head nickels (his three specialties) published in The Nu¬ 
mismatist in the 1970s. 

In 2005, Whitman Publishing issued the sixth edition of The Offi¬ 
cial American Numismatic Association Grading Standards for United States 
Coins, authored by Ken Bressett. The volume's historical credits begin with 
this description: "In 1977, the first edition of this book (compiled by Abe 
Kosoff, with the introduction by Q. David Bowers and the grading descrip¬ 
tion by Kenneth E. Bressett) paid tribute to many who helped with its re¬ 
search, compilation, and organization. Today, the roster of helpers for the 
first five editions includes these illustrious names, one of the most impres¬ 
sive listing[s] for any publication in numismatic history...." Thomas G. Wood 
is found in this roster of names. 

Tom earned his Ph.D. in Chemistry from Western Michigan Uni¬ 
versity in 1976. He became a pharmaceutical researcher in the personal 
care and pharmaceutical industry in New Jersey (1977-1996), and later was 
Head of Research and Development at C.B. Fleet Company. Tom secured 
eight patents and was instrumental in developing new products. Tom moved 
to Lynchburg in 1996 and soon opened Scarlett's Antique Mall and Gallery/ 
Apoth Coins at 1026 Main Street in the city’s historic downtown. The build¬ 
ing at 1026 Main Street, constructed in 1895, used to be a Sears store. Tom 
founded the Lynchburg Coin Club in 1998. Club meetings are held on the 
third Monday of each month on the second floor of Scarlett's Antiques/Apoth 
Coins (see www.lynchburgcoinclub.webs.com for more details). A prior coin 
club in Lynchburg existed in the 1960s to the early 1970s. 

I've seen Tom in action for a number of years now. He will take the 
time to research coins that are brought into his shop and make a phone call 
or two if necessary to make inquiries. He has helped countless people get 
started in the hobby of coin collecting. I remember one day when a couple 
came into his store and told him they had completed a full Mercury Dime set 
after he had encouraged them to buy a few coins in that series! 
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Apoth Coins functions as a gathering place for members of the coin 
club as well as anyone interested in the hobby. Tom is skilled at mentoring 
collectors of all ages. Whenever I visit his shop, Tom always has some coins 
to talk about with me. One day, he was excited to show me an 1860-D one 
dollar gold piece! The original mintage for this coin was 1,566. David Bow¬ 
ers estimates there are 100-130 surviving pieces today in all grades. (Bow¬ 
ers, A Guide Book of Gold Dollars, 2nd ed. (Atlanta: Whitman Publishing, 
2011), p. 170.) 

Since 1971, Tom has given over eighty presentations covering many 
facets of coin collecting to numismatic audiences around the country. Dur¬ 
ing our monthly meetings of the Lynchburg Coin Club, he often brings his 
own complete sets of various coin denominations to complement his talks 
and share with club members. For our June 2010 meeting, Tom showed us 
his complete, high grade set of Indian Half Eagles, assembled over many 
years. He ordered a special Capital holder to display these coins together. 

Between 1973 and 2005, Tom held eight numismatic mail bid sales 
and public auctions, including those conducted at Scarlett's Antiques/Apoth 
Coins from 1997 to 2005. Tom decided to start at the end of the alphabet, 
with his first auction in 1997 as "Z." His final auction, held on July 16, 2005, 
was "S." Tom's auctions, publicized in Numismatic News, featured a wide 
array of coin and paper money items, from Pine Tree Shillings to proof Dou¬ 
ble Eagles and large U.S. notes. 

Tom makes sure to recognize and include the elderly members of 
our club. Vincent W. Alones, 94, a World War II Navy veteran from Long Is¬ 
land, NY, had his name published in the July 2011 issue of The Numismatist 
for being a 50 year member of the ANA. Tom announced this fact at the start 
of our July 2011 meeting. Everyone clapped for Vincent, who smiled and 
seemed touched by the recognition. Vincent is an award-winning exhibitor 
who won an ANA Presidential Award in 1994 and the Medal of Merit in 1995. 
Vincent attended every ANA Convention from 1952 to 2008! Personally, I'm 
quite fond of Vincent. At each monthly meeting before the strike of the gavel, 
Vincent brings a large plastic bag of numismatic magazines and other coin 
publications to share with me. I get excited about reading these materials 
each month! 

Dr. Thomas Wood was invited to be the Thirty-Fifth Annual Harold 
Garretson Lecturer in Chemistry at Lynchburg College on March 22, 2010. A 
large crowd of people heard his talk that day! I heard Tom deliver an engag¬ 
ing presentation on "Art Nouveau Gold Coins of the United States" at the 
Virginia Numismatic Association in Richmond, Virginia on September 18, 
2010 . 

I had the thrill of accompanying Tom Wood to attend my first ma¬ 
jor coin show, the Baltimore Show, November 5, 2010! As we drove from 
Lynchburg to Baltimore, I learned that Tom served our country as a helicop¬ 
ter medic during the Vietnam War. We brought his five bags ($1,000 face 
each) of junk silver coins to sell on the bourse floor. Then we headed over 
to the Bowers & Merena Auction Lot viewing area. 
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We examined some Morgan DMPLs in the MS 65-67 range as potential 
coins for one of Tom's customers and then walked the bourse in search of 
an 1895 Proof Morgan Dollar in the PF 63 range for Tom's personal collec¬ 
tion. Survivor estimates range from 400 to 500 pieces left from the original 
mintage of 880 Proof 1895 Morgan Dollars. Julian Leidman, a polite and 
kind coin dealer, showed me his stunning 1895 Proof Morgan in 63. We 
ended up seeing several other specimens on the floor that day. I also en¬ 
joyed studying the Denali Pattern Collection pieces at Legend Numismatic's 
tables. 

Then Tom and I walked over to Stack's tables and introduced our¬ 
selves to David Bowers! I thanked Mr. Bowers for his significant contribu¬ 
tions to numismatics including his numerous books. Bowers was approach¬ 
able, friendly, and sharp as a tack with his wit! Tom showed Bowers an 
English token he had questions about and David referred him to several 
reference guides. It was quite a thrill to watch Tom Wood having a conversa¬ 
tion with David Bowers! We heard David give a fascinating talk on "The ANA 
and Me" several hours later. Tom ended up buying that beautiful PCGS PF 
63 1895 Morgan Dollar from Julian Leidman at the 2011 fall show in Balti¬ 
more. What a coin! Fortunately, Tom keeps all of his numismatic treasures 
in bank vaults. 

Looking to the Future: During our March 2010 Lynchburg Coin Club 
gathering, Boy Scouts from Troop 29 (based at Lynchburg's Peakland Meth¬ 
odist Church) attended our meeting as part of the requirements for their 
Coin Collecting Merit Badge. Tom gave each scout a Buffalo nickel and an 
Indian Head cent to take home! These scouts received other numismatic 
gifts from club members throughout the evening. Young people are the fu¬ 
ture of our hobby. Tom Wood's infectious enthusiasm for our hobby is worth 
sharing with people of all ages! 


James Tipping of Winchester and His Hemerologe 
by Eric Schena 

In the mid to late 19th century, pocket calendars were a popular item and 
many tokens from the 1870s advertise several calendars. One such calen¬ 
dar was produced and marketed by James Tipping of Winchester, Virginia. 
James Tipping was born in Ireland around 1818 and eventually became a 
retailer in crockery and dry goods whose store was located on Loudoun St. 
between Piccadilly and Water (Boscawen) Sts. He also partnered with A. 
J. Smith to help produce the “Hemerologe, or Medallic calendar, for current 
use to all futurity, as well as for reference to any date in the Nineteenth 
Centurydesigned for the pocket”. The hemerologe is a 45 mm diameter two 
piece dial calendar which allowed the user to see which day of the week 
falls when for any date up to 1900. There appear to have been two different 
versions of the hemerologe: one which was illustrated in an 1854 broadside 
and a revised version that was produced in 1855. 
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Tipping's Hemerologe or Medallic Calendar, dated 1855 


Tipping also entered a copyright on April 10,1857 for a "lunar hemerologe" and 
is currently known through a notation in the 1856-1857 Accession Record of the 
Smithsonian Institution. Tipping's Hemerologe was evidently marketed and re¬ 
tailed by Henry Robinson & Co., Broadway, New York. Robinson issued two differ¬ 
ent store cards (with different street addresses) made in two pieces of thin brass 
38 mm in diameter, with the calendar side set inside the larger advertising side. 
The hemerologe and both store cards share the same letter punches as well as 
overall style, thus were presumably made by the same maker, which may have 
been Tipping and Smith themselves, as Winchester had a flourishing copper and 
silver smith industry at the time. 

Type I: 

Obv.: FOR SALE BY /HENRY ROBINSON & CO./ IMPORTERS & 

JOBBERS OF / RIBBONS. / LACE GOODS./ MUSLINS.SILKS./ EMBROIDERIES / DRESS 
TRIMMINGS./ HOSIERY.GLOVES./ SHAWLS./ SMALL WARES.&C.&C. / 187 BROAD¬ 
WAY NEW-YORK.; gilt; border of stars. 

Rev.: Outer border, numbers from 55 to 82, inner border 

days of the week; COPYRIGHT SECURED BY / JAS. TIPPING, /WINCHESTER, VIR¬ 
GINIA.; silvered; in the center: 


JAN.0.31 

*6 

FEB.3.28 * 

FEB.2.29 

MCH.3.31 

AUG.2.31 

APL.6.30 

SEP.5.30 

MAY. 1.31 

OCT.O.31 

JUN.4.30 

NOV.3.30 

JUL.6.31 

DEC.5.31 

FOR SALE BY / HENRY ROBINSON & CO. / IMPORTERS 


& JOBBERS OF / RIBBONS. / LACE GOODS./ MUSLINS.SILKS./ EMBROIDERIES / 
DRESS TRIMMINGS./ HOSIERY.GLOVES./ SHAWLS./ &C.&C. / & MANUFACTURERS 
OF MANTILLAS. / 343 BROADWAY NEW-YORK.; silvered; border of stars 
Rev.: As last but gilt 
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Reverse 


Type II Obverse 


Type I Obverse 



For current use to all futurity, as vxll as for reference to any date in the Nineteenth Century. 
DESIGNED FOE THE POCKET • 

3 Y JAMES T/PPINfl, WINCHESTER, VA. 

[001* Y-RIOUT SECURED.] 


It may safely be affirmed that the Hcmbkolock has met 11 
with more popular favor, than any invention presented to \ 
the public for the last quarter of a century. ThU isun- \ 
questionably owing to its intrinsic merits, ns very little 
effort has been made to bring, it before the public, and yet ■ 
a second edition cf 5000 has been called for in the short 
space ol two loohtlis, with a fair prospect ot four limes 
(bat number being sold during the year. From alt classes 
of the community we have had voluntary testimonials to 
its merits, a few of which are annexed: 

From the Hos. JAMES M. MASON, of the United 
Stairs Senate. 

Selma, December 1, 1853. 

Jambs Tittjnc, Esq., Winchester : Dear Sir—I beg to 
return my thanks for your obliging letter of the *29lh 
November, accompanied byJhc beautiful Metallic Calen¬ 
dar, which 1 understand to f>e of your own invention. It 
is certainty a most useful appendage, to all who have oc¬ 
casion to compute time, either in advance or in retrospect. 

To determine at once and almost by a glance, (and this 
with unerring certainty.) the day of the month or of the j 
week, past or future in the present century, is adesidera- : 
turn best appreciated by those to whom the problem is { 
most frequently presented in their business pursuits; and j 
there are few, whose business does not occasionally put \ 
them to such enquiry. 

So compendious, and useful a calendar cannot fail to be 
speedily brought into general use, and with profitable fruits, j 
I hope, to it* ingenious inventor. 

With great respect I am, yours &c., 

J. M. MASON. 


Frow Me Hex. ARCHIBALD DIXON, V. S. Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Washington, Jan. 7, 1854. 

Dear Sir: Your letter of the 2d inst., enclosing to me ; 
a beautiful Medal lie Calendar, invented by Jas. Tipping, ' 
Winchester, Va., has been received ; and alter examining j 
it, I am convinced that it is a most useful invention, and j 
invaluable to those who wish to keep correct dates, and to • 
determine at once the day ol the week or of the month, j 
past or future; and a* such I recommend it to the patron- : 
age of the public. Tendering to you my thanks for the j 
one enclosed to me, I remain, very trulv,*&.c,, 

ARCH’D DIXON. \ 

Mr. Chas. E. Snavoeic. 


From the Mayor, or Winchester, and Clerks or tbk 
different Court*. 


Winchester, 2Sth Nov 1853. 

Dear Sir : Wo have examined your Medallic Calendar 
and tested it* accuracy, and hare no hesitation in saying 
it may be relied on to effect all it proposes to accomplish. 
It is an ingenious contrivance, which will often be at¬ 
tended with much saving of time and trouble to business 
men and others who may have occasion for the information 
it so readily affords. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servt’s, 

JoS. H. SlIF.RRAKD, 
IXjgm 

T- A. Tiddau., 

[CUrl 0/ tS, „ £>,„ vf fVrrfffKil 

Wm. L. Bent, 

[CO-4 tf lit Ctrfmat,»M Cut ft J 

J. Kean, 


To J. Timxo, Esq. 


iCitri if i.w Cretin OwtJ 


From Gentlemen envpsged in the various Professional, 
Mechanical and Butinas pursuits, the number o f whom 
might have been indefinitely increased. 

The undersigned, having purchased « Tipping’s Medal- 
lie Calendar,” take great pleasure in testifying toils merits. 
Since it has been in our possession, it has demonstrated 
itself to be of practical utility. We predict for it a very 
extensive demand, si we /eef confident that all who, like 
us, acquire its use, would not dispense with it for many 
times its cost. 


A. C 8WART7WKLDXB, 
JOHN B. IfAHT, 
WH.LIAVJDrtNCTOX. 

» lt.HOI.UUAV 
MIAN (CUT ROWI.T. 

J S CARSON, 

J.P RIKLY- 
S DENT 

J.l.oYU iooan, 

A * *M!TH 

I. M LACCK. 

R I Vf 1NJIK. 

tvAsnfsuTov m.rrnr, 

RAKERS A BROWN 


L. T MOORE. 

t t. r.vfNTt.r.nor.j*.. 
jak u nfltioKrrrc, 

II V UIRtl 
WM L. ( I. MIK. 

J. lien HJJIRT, 

JUIIV MAX-IIEU), 

ussr roni). 
iKIl.T t BAl.tiWnf. 
James b tavu>u. 

W r>. OII.KCAOX. 
l c j CHirutr. 

ROP V CONRAD 
JOHN II CBCM A BCD 


The undersigned is now disposing of State and County 
Rights, the purchaser of which shall have exclusive right 
to tel! in territory so acquired, and to whom the Calendar 
will be furnished at a very reduced price , so as to afford a 
large profit from the sale of it. There arc, also, other 
advantage* accruing. to purchasers of State or County 
Rigid*, which will be explained by the undersigned, who 
will attend promptly to all communications on the subject 
J- TIPPING, Trustee 
WivruusTEjs, Va . March, 1854. 


j 
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Recto of a broadside advertising James Tipping’s Hemerologe, March 1854 
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Recto contains a testimonial from Sen. James M. Mason writing from his 
home, “Selma”, in Winchester, as well as those from the Mayor’s office and 
many notable Winchester merchants. 


THE HEMEROLOGE, OR MEDALLIC CALENDAR, 

For current use to all futurity, ax well as for reference to any date ini the Nineteenth 
Century—designed for the Pocket. 

BY JAMES TIPPING, WINCHESTER,, VIRGINIA. 

( Eotcred according to law in tho Clerk's OSec of tha United Stole* Court for the Western District of Virginia, by Jaxk* Ttmstt, 
Trustee for Uliiabeth Tipping.} 


Tub Hf.mkroi.oci; may b« regard' d as a repository ; 
of Almanacs or Calendars for all time, locked up for future ’ 
use. Wo propone at present to furnish a “ bunch of j 
keys,” which will give the possessor immediate access to : 
the Calendar for any month in every year of the present 
century, past, current or fixture?’ 

INNER PLATE. 

These keys are 
numbered I, II, HI, 

IV, V, VI, VIJ, and 
are seen in the an¬ 
nexed cut of the In¬ 
ner Pint" ; hut are 
hidden by the Front 
Plate, in the view of 
the Hem»ro!o»e given 
in the next column : 
in order to ascertain 
(he prep-r k^y for 
any particular year of 
the present century, 
we must look at the Back Plato, (a cut of which is here 



divert,) where, at /, VIl is shown to be 
the key for the years J 2f>, 53, ’Si—I the 
key for *26 t bU, SJ —11 the key for 3 27, 

’35, ‘83—-but ’25, '38, '84 are Leap Years, 
and as such, require two keys: ill, lhe 
outer number. is the key for January and 
February , IV, the iitntf number, the key 
for the yem aimug; ten ma&lh*. It is svnxcf- 
ly neo ssafy to observe that the other col¬ 
umns which have a key number at either 
end contain L ap Years also ; and that for 
all such years the outer number is the key 
for January a nil February, and the inner 
number the key fur the remaining ten 
month*. 

The reader will notice that the Front Plate of the In¬ 
strument, (which turns round,) contains the twelve months. 


Now, to exhibit the Calendar, for ady month in the 
year, vve.give the Hollowing 

RULE: 

firing the Month in question directly over the Key 
far the Year, toften every Day in that MunThyrdtt be w* 
under its corresponding Day of the Week. 

c In the annexed view 

C_ of the HEMEROLOGE, 

January or October rests 
over i I', the key for ’5+. 
Hence we have the Cal¬ 
endar for either of those 
months iri that year, for 
they always coincide, ex¬ 
cept in Leap Years, when 
(it will be remembered) 
they bavt) different key*. 

As the Indicator r 
is designed to mark the 
key for the current year, 
it should therefore be moved every first of January, and 


RACK PLATE. in Leap Years on the first of March also. 

To move it; pros, with the point of a pin, 
the Indicator into or within the run, shov¬ 
ing a little in the desired direction . then 
with the pin inserted through the small hols 
in the Front Plate at -ity, ^his hole having 
previously been brought over or up to tho 
& Indicator) carry it rbuntl (<* its new position. 

The white line seen near the circum- 
g’ feroneo, in the cut of the Inner Plate, rep¬ 
resents the shape of the spring or hidden 
part of the Indicator. In finding the day 
of the month, (the Indicator having been 
properly placed or ‘‘set,’’) it is only neces¬ 
sary to see that the month in question is 
brought up to the Indicator, for then of course that 
month mutt be « dirvetiy «vei*tho key for the year.” 



EXAMPLES. > 

Of j'revit Tnne.-Tho .lay m which I wHis is the first Friday of Marsh. ’55. The Indicator point* oat < I ) on tho Inner FUu u 
the key f..r that year. I bring March .*»«• t! «t number. and toil ibis (the first Friday of March' to be the 3d day of the month. 

Of Cast 75c.'. —A person alleged that i * poiJasuir of raouay on the 30th May, ‘S3 ; “MCelleet* st wit, for it «ti &i:«r<firy--lnalk« 
cioriiint;." Key tek is 111, nn<t Ct»h day ef May —ThurjJjii 

Of Tutor* Tirut ,—U i» desired to know the date of the second Monday in August. 'bQ. Key VII— date repaired, th* fitb. 

Of Lap JVtr.~2iM February, TO? Key for Jan. and Fob. of that year is 1; day of the week— Wednesday. 

Hi March, same year* Key fir March, April. May, Ac , H If : Jay of the week—ThomUy 

1th July, ram* year? Key H—Wednesday. Christinas, (2vtb December,) same year? Key II—Tuesday 

VUBLI.SUED Axn IFOR ft ALE »V JAMES TIPPING, TRUSTEE, >V INC U ESTER, VA. 



Verso of a broadside advertising James Tipping’s Hemerologe, March 1854 
The verso provides instruction on how to use the Hemerologe. 

(Images courtesy of Special Collections, University of Virginia Library) 








► 


VNA MEMBER CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays at the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. in 
Alexandria. Contact: Boots Barnes, PO Box 1233, Alexandria,Va 22314,703-435-0367, www.members. 
cox.net/alexandriacoinclub 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN CLUB, Meets at 6:30 pm (5:00 for dinner) on 3rd Tuesdays at the Steel Horse 
Grille, 1910 West Hundred Rd., Chester, VA 23836. Contact: James Ransom, PO Box 948, Petersburg, 
VA 23804, 804-691-6286. info@centralvirginiacoinclub.org. Website: centralvirginiacoinclub.org 

COVINGTON COIN CLUB. Meets 6:30 pm, 3rd Mondays at City Hall, 333 W. Locust St., Covington, VA. Con¬ 
tact: Ken Headley, 830 White Oak Dr., Covington, VA 24426,540-962-9491 Email: kheadley@ntelos.net 


CULPEPER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Monday at 15335 Creativity Drive, Culpeper, VA 22701 
Contact:Thom O'Connell, (540) 829-1050 


LYNCHBURG COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Monday at Scarlett's Gallery, Main Street Mall, 1026 
Main St. (Downtown), Lynchburg, VA. Contact Thomas Wood, (434) 528-0488, coindink@hotmail.com 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on last Tuesday of the month at 5:00 pm for dinner and 6:30 pm 
for meeting/auction at the Elk’s Club, 389 Elk Dr., Charlottesville, VA 22911. Contact: Joe Ventura, 
424-996-8942. 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept., 205 John Redd 
Blvd, Collinsville, Va. Contact: Ralph Brammer, P.O. Box 418, Collinsville, VA 24078. (276)-647-7411 


RAPPAHANNOCK AREA COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 3rd Thursdays at Shoney"s Restaurant, 2203 
Plank Road (Route 3), Fredericksburg, Va. Contact: Steve Holt, PO Box 244, Milford, VA 22514, 804- 
633-9337, www.racceteer.com 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 6:30 PM on the 1st Tuesday of each month at Roma Ristorante Ital- 
iano, 8330 Staples Mill Rd. Richmond, Va. Contact: C. Robertson, PO Box 791, Glen Allen, VA 23060, 
804-651-2536, Email: connie3798@comcast.net 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 PM on 2nd Mondays at Happy’s Flea Market Bingo Room, 5411 
Williamson Rd., Roanoke, VA, Contact Emmett Yonce, P.O. Box 512, Daleville, Va. 24083,540-992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Augusta County Govern- 
ment Center, Verona, Va. Contact: George Merz, PO Box 2397 Harrisonburg, VA 22801,540-746-5066 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the VFW Hall # 4809, 5728 Bartee 
Street, (next toToys-R-Us at Military Circle), Norfolk, Va. Contact Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 5247, Vir- 
ginia Beach, VA 23471, Website:: www.tidewatercoinclub.org or webmaster@tidewatercoinclub.org 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets third Mondays at 7:00 pm at Angelo's Steak and Pancake 
House, 755 J. Clyde Morris Blvd., Newport News, VA. Contact David Kurtz, 102 Spinnaker Way, Wil¬ 
liamsburg, Va. 23185 - 757-345-5559 

WARRENTON STAMP & COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 1 st Thursdays in the downstairs meeting 
room at Suntrust Bank, 251 W. Lee Hwy #680, (located in the Warrenton Center shopping center at 
the intersection of 17 and 29), Warrenton, VA. Contact Gerald Hoffman, at (540)-347-2567 or tripi@ 
earthlink.net (TonyTripi) 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the Community Church 
of Christ, 3526 Mass. Av. NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: PO Box 9413, Washington, DC 20016 Phone: 
(703) 323-5070. 


WINCHESTER COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the War Memorial Bldg, Jim Barnett 
Park, Winchester, VA. Contact David Sabo, (540) 535-7236. 
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Central Virginia Coin 

Treasures Through Time 

Rare Coins • Paper Money • Stamps 
Coins For the Collector & Investor 
Confederate and Obsolete Virginia Currency 
Coin and Estate Jewelry 

Honesty • Integrity • Value 

Collections Appraised/Purchased 
Over 30 years Experience 

On the Historic Downtown Mall 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
Open Tuesday - Saturday 
434-979-9172 

See what we have to offer at: 

www. centralvirginiacoin. com 




THE SENTRY BOX 

World Corn 


PO Box 6112 

Virginia Beach. VA 2 ^56*0! 12 


Chm 

<?57j»72l-5JJI 
t757) g.M-2795 (Cell» 

IT mail co<u 
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THE ANNAPOLIS 

COIN & CURRENCY 

March 11, June 24, Sept 16, Nov 25, 2012 SHOW 

The Knights of Columbus Hall 
2590 Solomons Island Road 

Admission Hours 

Parking & 9:00 a.m. to 

Appraisals 4:30 p.m. 

Call Earl Ostiguy 443.623.7025 
www.coinshows.com 




OCEAN CITYCOIN&CURRENCYSHOW 

October 27-28, 2012 

The Ocean City Convention Center, 

4001 Coastal Hwy and 40th Street, Ocean City, MD 
Saturday 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. 

Sunday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

Dealer Day and Setup on October 26, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

Their will be forty Coin and Currency Dealers from Maryland, 
Delaware, and Virginia Buying,Selling and Trading Old US and 
World Coins and Currency. 

Free Admission, Parking and Appraisals. 

Hosted by The Salisbury and Ocean City Coin Clubs 
For more information please call Carl Earl Ostiguy of 
CEO Coins, Currency and Treasures at 443-623-7025 
E-mail ceocoins@comcast.net 
See www.coinshows.com 
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WANTED: Military medals pertaining to the Civil War, Spanish-American War and Indian 
Wars. Need Federal, State, Local and Society medals. Charles Pfeiffer, 1401 Druid Road, 
Maitland, FL 32751 (407) 644-0085._ 

ALL OBSOLETE and CSA notes wanted, especially Va., W. Va., NC, and DC. Also need 
National Banknotes. Thank-you. David Roberts, P.O. Box 592, Colonial Heights, Va. 
23834 (804) 383-3532 


WANTED: Virginia MerchantTokens. Any city, also Maryland and Delaware; Picker, Packer 
Tokens. Price and describe, please. Bob Kerr, P.O. Box 3201, Virginia Veach, VA 23454. 

WANTED: North Carolina and South Carolina encased cents. Please write or email with 
description and price. Mike Capen, PO Box 10177 Chasewood Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89148, 
michaelcapen@msn.com. 

WANTED: Pocahontas Note for my personal collection. Jim Moler, 25450 Selma Rd., 
Jetersville, VA 23083, jcmoler@tds.net or (804) 561 -2666. 

WANTED: Your Civil War, Hard Times, Merchant, or Good For token Collection, also 
National Banknotes. Will Travel to purchase major collections. Stuart Jones, P.O. Box 
118, Belair, MD 21014, ph. (410) 893-9783_ 

WANTED: Stocks, Bonds & fancy old letterheads you don't know what to do with. Send 
photocopy or sample for offer. Will answer all requests. Bob Schell, 6804 Jeremiah Ct., 
Fairfax, VA 22039. 

WANTED: All photographs before 1950, B&W or color. Cars, trucks, bldgs, bridges, people, 
weddings, WWI, WW II or Vietnam. Please contact me: alandad54@netscape.com. D.A. 
Damron, PO Box 8982, South Charleston, WV 25303, (304) 766-8485. 

WANTED: Contemporary (to the Civil War) counterfeit Confederate notes for my per¬ 
sonal collection. Please describe and price. Ned Lea, 8704 Kings Mill Place, Raleigh, 
NC 27615 


LOW GRADE CURRENCY WANTED: especially older types like colonial, broken bank, 
Confederate, fractional, US large, etc. David Consolvo, P.O. Box 153, Covesville, VA 
22931. historicmoney@firstva.com (434) 293-4371. 

DO YOU COLLECT WEB NOTES? or other US currency? Send a Ig. SASE & receive a 
"FREE" currency price list. Happy Collecting! Barry Ciociola, P.O. Box 71646, Durham, 
NC 27722-1646 


WANTED: Virginia Numismatist back issues wanted and all other coin club periodicals. 
Harold Thomas, P.O. Box 7520, Beaumont, TX 77726-7520. 


WANTED: All foreign paper money, scrip & notgeld + US MPC & CSA notes. Daryl C. 
Spelbring, P.O. Box 633, Vienna, VA 22183, (703) 938-7267 

WANTED: Chopmarked coins - foreign or U.S. Milityary currency and related items. Ron 
Waddell, 100 Sailview Drive, Forest, VA 24551 email: Ronwl 935@msm.com. 

FOREIGN AND ANCIENT COINS WANTED: Chris Maniscalco, P.O. Box 6112, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456, (757) 831-2795. E-mail: sentrybox@hotmail.com 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free MONEY STORE ad (tip to 30 words) to 
Tom Kays, thomasakays@gmail.com. 
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Check out our site for the best 
selections in coins 

We are a Builder and Seller of Great Coin Collections! 
Specialist in Early American Copper Coins. 

The Butternut Company 

Colonel Steven K. Ellsworth 
Post Office Box 498 • Clifton, Virginia 20124-0498 
Telephone: 703-802-0252 ♦ Facsimile: 703-830-9176 
Email: butternut@butternut.org 


Our website is new, 
but we’re not! 
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The Sierra Leone Company "One Dollar Piece" of 1791 may be 
the first true "dollar" to equal one hundred "cents." 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
c/o John Kolos 

P.O. Box 16833, Chesapeake, VA 23328 


f .t, ‘VJV av/ 

^CasScP ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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